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Israel Rejects I1N Vote, Says Building 
to Begin Soon 

BAIE-DL-MOQADDAS-^ Iscad rejected on Friday a 
GN rasofufioo caffmg on k to halt plans to buSd a new 
Jewish enclave in <fispi<«d East Bak-qLMbqaddas and 
reaffirmed it would soon bcgin woric fmtbe ate. 

Brushing aside warnings that the new Jewish 
homes could sparicfinrthear violence, Israeli officials 
said construction could begin as early as Monday. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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Shia Leader Shot Dead in Pakistan 

LAHORE, Pakistan —Three gunmen shot and killed 
Friday a central leader of a Pakistani Shia political 
party, police said. 

E^az Iman Rizvi, who belonged to Tehreek-i-Jafria 
Pakistan (TJP), was attacked in the Punjab Province 
town of Okara, abort 150 kBometers (93 miles) south of 
Lahore, the provincial capital, they said. 

The three unidentified assailants, who stopped 
his car and sprayed him with bullets, fled on 
motorbikes, a police official said. 

Police suspect a sectarian motive for the 
shooting , which followed a number of similar attacks 
which have claimed several lives across Punjab in 


Big Powers Frightened by Muslim 
Nations Awakening 
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DEZFUL, KhnzestanPrav. —The 
T-w »da r of the Islamic Revolution, 
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei 
said here on Thursday that die 
awakening of Muslim nations has 
frightened die big powers of the 


SfsL :■ . ♦ 

world and has endangered tiheir 
interests in the world 

of Islam. 

The Leader said the enemies of 
Islam, who see their oil resources 
and markets jeopardized by the 


awakening of Muslim nations, 
have waged a war against die Is- 
lamic movement which is mani- 
fested in their fight against the 
Islamic Republic . and the Iranian 
nation. 

Addressing a large crowd of 
people in this southern city, he 
said that despite America’s wide- 
spread anti-Iran propaganda, 95 
percent of its efforts to deal a blow 
to Tdo-mi^ system have failed. 

Despite hostile propaganda 
aired by the U.S. and other arro- 
gant powers, Iran is today stronger 
- and the Iranian nation is braver 
■ than ever before, with numerous 
achievements made in various 
fields, the Leader noted. 

The Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution said that a nation that 
relies on the Almighty and is con- 
fident of itself is not afraid of its 
enemies. 

The Iranian nation is working 
bard to turn their country into a 
free, advanced and developed 
country and into a model state for 
other nations of the world. Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei said: 

Such a nation, he underlined, 
could not he defeated either by the 
U.S. and its allies or by eastern 
and Western powers and this is the 
same reality that die heroic people 
of Dezfiil showed to the world on 
a smaller scale. (Contd on Pg. 14) 


Albanian President Has 
"No Intention” to Resign 


TIRANA — Albania’s President 
Sail Berisha said Friday that he 
had no intention to resign over die 
rebellion which has plunged a 
large put of his country into a 
state of lawlessness. 

"I have no intention to resign," 
Berisha told AFP in a telephone 
interview, adding that he would 
"never leave die country" scotch- 
ing rumors that he had fled the 
Balkan Republic. 


Anti-government rebels who 
have seized control of a series of 
towns in the south and north of 
Albania have been calling for Ber- 
isha’s resignation as a precondi- 
tion for surrendering weapons 
looted from army depots. 

Members of Albania’s recently 
created government of reconcili- 
ation have not demanded the presi- 
dent’s resignation. 

OSCE mediator Franz Vra- 


mtzky called Friday for an "inter- 
national police unit" to be sent to 
restore order in Albania, die Aus- 
trian news agency said. 

It said he made the appeal in a 
telephone interview with the 
agency after meeting with Al- 
banian Prime Minister Basbldm 
Frno aboard an Italian warship in 
the Adriatic Sea earlier in the day. 

Vranitzky, a former Austrian 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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CERRIK, Albania (March 12): Relatives and neighbors mourn during the wake fo /j^ ,an 

23, kitted by Albanian secret police according to witnesses, m Cemk. Albanwn rebeb look control of 

Sis town, 35 km (20 miles) south of Tirana, after seizing weapons and a clash wrth secret police m 

which two people were killed. , lcBO unm 


Nourbakhsh: Iran’s 
(kDP Rose by 5 
Percent This Year 

Tehran Times Sendee 

TEHRAN - Governor of the Cen- 
tral Bank of Iran (CBI) said in 
Tokyo Wednesday that Iran’s 
gross domestic product (gdp) in- 
creased by five percent during the 
current Iranian year, 1375, 
(March 20, 1996- March 20, 
1997). 

Nourbakhsh who arrived in To- 
kyo Monday told Japanese report- 
ers that Iran’s trade surplus during 
the year 1375 has been five billion 
dollar, IRNA reported. 

The positive economic per- 
formance has not only harnessed 
die inflati on but has reduced its 
percentage to half compared to last 
year, he added. 

Nourbakhsh predicted that the 
macro economic indexes will im- 
prove next Iranian year as pro- 
jected in the Second Five-Year 
Development Plan (1995-1999). 

The central bank governor ex- 
pressed hope that Tehran-Tokyo 
economic relations would be fur- 
ther consolidated. 

Meanwhile in a meeting with 
his Japanese counterpart, Yasuo 
Matsushita, Nourbakhsh dis- 
cussed cooperation between the 
banking systems of the two coun- 
tries. 

Nourbakhsh said that during 
1375 Iran has not only paid its 
foreign debts on time but has 
added to its foreign exchange re- 
serves. He said that according to 
statistics $2.5 billion was added to 
forex reserves in 1375. 

Nourbakhsh expressed hope 
feat Tehran-Tokyo banking coop- 
eration will expand within the 
framework of overall bilateral re- 
lations. 

Matsushita lauded Iran for pay- 
ing its foreign debts on time and 
said this is a sign of good manage- 
ment on the part of Iran. 

Matsushita added that this will 
add to credibility of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in international 
monetary organizations. 


How Come P6 States Coll 
U.S. Their Own Friends? 


TEHRAN — President Akbar what sort of friendship is this? 
Hashemi Rafsanjani in bis Friday 

prayers sermons here at Imam The president said that Iranian 
Khomeini’s holy shrine con- officials were flabbergasted to see 
de mn wi img iah settl emen ts east of the U.S. standing against the 
K 


The president said rhat Iranian 
officials were flabbergasted to see 



holy Qods and called U.S. support 
for Israel as callow and oppres- 
sive'. 

Substitute Friday prayer leader 
was astounded over Arab states' 
friendship with the U.S. which 
impudently and shamelessly' sup- 
ported the construction of Zionists 
palaces over the ruins of Palestini- 
ans’ small houses. 

The president said that such an 
issue should serve as a warning 
and a lesson to be learned by other 
nations, including the Muslim 
ones. 

We are surprised to see our 
brothers in Arab countries calling 
the U.S. as their own friends, said 
the president 

Rafsanjani further stated that at 
the time when the United States is 
fully dependent on the Persian 
Gulf littoral Arab states and other 
Muslim countries today, it has 
shamelessly stood against them 
and denied Palestinian Muslims’ 
their legitimate rights. 

The Friday prayer leader 
pointed out that Persian Gulf litto- 
ral states continue regarding the 
U.S. their own friend, adding that 


world and its European allies and 
at the same time supporting throw- 
ing their foil support for several 
million of Zionist aggressors. 
Rafsanjani added that these af- 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 

Veloyafi Makes 
Saudi Visit to 
Improve Ties 

RIYADH — Iran’s Foreign Minis- 
ter Ali Akbar Velayati, on his first 
visit to Saudi Arabia in four years, 
will insist on Tehran’s innocence 
in foe June 1996 Khobar bombing, 
an Iranian diplomat here said Fri- 
day. 

Officially, the aim of foe visit 
on Saturday during a tour of Mus- 
lim countries is to deliver an invi- 
tation for King Fahd to attend a 
regular summit of the Organiza- 
tion of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) in Tehran in December. 

Velayati is expected to insist 
that Iran played no role in foe 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 


C-130 Plane Crashes 
With 80 People on Board 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — An Iranian military 
C-130 transport plane with 80 peo- 
ple on board has crashed in north- 
eastern Iran after the pilot reported 
engine problems, state television 
said Friday. 

The plane went down on Thurs- 
day 38 kilometers (24 miles) from 
Mashhad, the main city in the 
mountainous Province of 
Khorasan near foe border with Af- 
ghanistan, the television said. 


The aircraft lost radar contact 
with the control tower in Mashhad 
at about 6 p.m. (1430 GMT) 
Thursday and is believed to have 
crashed around the same time, it 
said. 

The television said foe pilot had 
contacted foe control tower and 
told them that the engines had bro- 
ken down. 

There was no immeditate word 
on the fate of foe 80 passengers on 


board. 

The governor of Mashhad, 
Vakili-Pour, told official IRNA 
news agency that rescuers were 
still searching for the plane’s 
wreckage. 

The propeller-driven plane left 
foe town of Dezfol in Iran’s south- 
western Province of Khuzestan at 
4:30 p.m. (1300 GMT) Thursday 
for Mashhad and crashed just short 
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3n the, Same oT Sod 

yWJnd if they break 
j their oaths after 

i W JLtheir agreement 
and (openly) revile your 
! religion, then fight the 
, leaders of unbelief — 
surely their oaths are 
nothing — so that they 
mav desist. 


(HOLY QORAN) (9:12 ) 



(HC Suitable Platform for Economic 
Cooperation Among Muslims 


■foreign Minister All Akbar Veiayati is to make today his first 
W* visit to Saudi Arabia in four years. Veiayati is to invite King 
Fafid to attend the OIC summit Which will be held in Tehran in 
December this year. He will also discuss issues of mutual interest 
to boost bftateral ties and prepare the ground for a dynamic 
regional cooperation in the strategic Persian Gulf region. 

Both Iran and Saudi Arabia are members of the OIC, its affiliated 
; Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industries (ICO), OPEC and the 
Islamic Development Bank (1DB). Thus far the OIC has remained a 
politico- religious organization without any economic activity. 

But given the fact that the organization has not yet utilized its 
full potentials, it is clear that a bright future awaits it if the member 
states transform it into a dynamic economic body. 

One reason for this undesirable situation is failure of the mem- 
bers to realize that the OIC could be used as a platform for 
economic cooperation. Another reason is differences among the 
members. Yet the conspiracy of foreign powers to keep the Islamic 
World divided is the most important reason for disunity in the OIC 

Iran and Saudi Arabia are influential members of the OIC and 
their cordial ties and dose . cooperation can contribute to the 
materialization of this goaL 

Velayati's visit to Saudi Arabia is an appropriate opportunity to 
boost mutual understanding and confidence. Removal of misun- 
derstanding between Tehran and Riyadh will definitely be a confi- 
dence-boosting measure in Iran's relations with other Sheikhdoms 
of the Persian Cuff who consider Saudi Arabia their 'big brother'. 

The world is on the threshold of the 21st century. Unfortunately 
the Islamic world is still a divided one. Europe has already taken 
concrete steps to act as a single bloc in the emerging world order. 
Latin America and Southeast Asia too are far ahead of the Islamic 
World with regard to collective cooperation. 

Why should the Islamic World, having numerous resources, lag 
behind other blocs and regional alliances? All the OIC member states 
believe in one God, one Prophet and one religious book. These are 
the best available grounds for multilateral cooperation among them. 

In order to keep the Muslims divided, the U.S. has always 
exploited differences among Islamic schools of thought. 

We do not advocate unification of Islamic schools of thought, 
for it is impossible and tantamount to the elimination of some of 
those schools. But we strongly support unity among Muslims 
vis-a-vis their common enemies. 

Some of the Islamic countries have not realized their real enemies. 
Take for instance the rapprochement of some of those countries with 
Israel after the Oslo accords. The Palestinians have practically gained 
nothing out of the peace process. But almost all Arab countries, with 
the exception of Lybia and Syria, have endorsed the so-called peace 
process and mended fences with the Zionist regime which b deadly 
out to expand its territory from Nile to Euphrates. 

In order to achieve its ends the U.S. has projected Iran as athreat 
to the security of the Persian Gulf countries. Iran has time and again 
reiterated that the regional countries should rely on regional coop- 
eration instead of counting on the US. which has in unambiguous 
terms stated that the security of Israel and its military edge over 
the Arabs is always top on the agenda of its Middle Eastern policy. 

As a result the Arabs have spent astronomical figures on arms 
purchases which we are sure will not help them in an eventual 
confrontation with the Zionist entity. 

Closer cooperation between Iran and Saudi Arabia will definitely 
prepare a congenial ground for a dynamic cooperation within the OIC 
and a fruitful cooperation in the Persian Gulf region. As the first step 
towards a dynamic cooperation with Iran, the Saudis should bid 
farewell to suspicions about Iran, inculcated in their minds by the 
United States to achieve its goals in the region. Iran's sincerity towards 
Ks neighbors in the Persian Gulf can be judged through its rational 
stands towards Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 



Sudan Welcomes Iran’s Mediation Efforts Polish President 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — Sudanese Foreign 
Minister Ali Othman Mohamed 
Taha said in Khartum on Thursday 
that his country welcomes Iran's 
mediation efforts to iron out dif- 
ferences between Sudan and 
Uganda. 

In an interview with IRNA 
Taha said that regrettably, despite 
efforts made by other countries for 
settling the disputes, such impor- 
tant goal has not yet been realized. 

Meanwhile the Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Veiayati told 
IRNA dial deplorable continuation 
of clashes between Sudan and 
Uganda would not at all be to die 
interest of (he both sides and that 
Iran would spare no efforts to 
soothe the ongoing tension. 

Veiayati, who was heading a 
delegation on his way to Kampala 
from Khartoum, said that aliens, 
who followed their own infonRstg 
by escalating tension and fuming 
clashes in the world countries, in- 


cluding Muslim states, were 
somehow provoking such con- 
flicts. 

According to another report, 
Veiayati had also a meeting with 
the Speaker of Sudanese Parlia- 
ment Hassan At-Turabi, during 
which die two sides reviewed is- 
sues of mutual interests. 

Stressing on the importance of 
friendly relations between the two 
Muslim countries, At-Turabi said 
that Sudan attaches great signifi- 
cance to its ties with Iran as a 
powerful country. 

He called for further promotion 
of Tchran-Khartoum relations in 
all areas. 

Veiayati reiterated that the Is- 
lamic Reopublic is always striving 
to create unity among Muslims 
and to bring Islamic countries 
dose to one other. 


The Iranian foreign minister ar- 
rived in Khartum on Wednesday 
on a two-day official visit. He ear- 


lier visited Syria, Turkey and 


Military Official: Iran Gives Firm 


Response to Any Hostile Move 


TEHRAN — An Iranian militar y 
official said here Thursday that the 
Iranian armed forces will deci- 
sively respond to any hostile move 
against the country. 

He told IRNA that Iran is an 
independent country and win fal- 
low its defense policies in the 
framework of conventional meas- 
ures in the world without taking 
into consideration reaction of ene- 


Stressing that Iran does not 
need to utilize non -conventional 
weapons, he added Iran procures 
its needs from domestic sources. 

The military official described 
conventional military cooperation 
with other countries as a routine 
practice at international level. 

He said that Iran has repeatedly 
expressed its interest in promotion 
of its defensive cooperation in the 


Persian Gulf and with neighboring 
countries and hag taken steps in 
this direction. 

Turning to allegations made by 
Israeli officials on Iran’s non-con- 
ventional militar y purchases, he 
said such claims are raised by a 
regime whose existence and legiti- 
macy is questioned by the world 
public opinion, a regime who re- 
spects no international principle 
and convention. 

Reminding that such allega- 
tions are raised to shift the crisis 
from the occupied territories else- 
where, the official said such at- 
tempts are doomed to fail. 

An Israeli military official in 
Moscow on Monday threatened 
that the Zionist regime will act to 
prevent the arming of Iran with 
ballistic missiles if persuasion fails 
to do the job. (IRNA) 


Iranian Envoy Urges UN to Continue 


Pressures Against Zionist Lawlessness 


UNITED NATIONS HQ. (New 
York) — Iran’s permanent repre- 
sentative to the UN, Dr. Seyed 
Kamal Kharrazi, said in his ad- 
dress to the General Assembly that 
the world body could at least voice 
its opinion in the form of a resolu- 
tion on the latest act of lawlessness 
by Israel without being silenced or 
rendered ineffective by the vote of 
a single member. 

Last week, the Security Coun- 
cil failed to adopt a mild resolution 
calling on Israel to refrain from 
building settlements in eastern 
Qods (Bait-ul-Moqaddas), he 
stated, regretting that the council 
failed to adopt the resolution be- 
cause a permanent member placed 
itself above and beyond the wishes 
of (he international community as 
reflected by the forty-eight state- 
ments in the council and 14 votes 
in favor of the resolution. 

He added: The statements in 
this August assembly are also an- 
other index of the views of general 
membership of the organization 
and of the isolation of the decision 
to veto the resolution in the coun- 
cil. 

The UN resolution against Is- 
rael’s building of Jewish settle- 
ments on Arab land was vetoed by 
the illegal Zionist state's principal 
backer the U.S. administration. 

Kharrazi said the Islamic Iran 
is the least surpised by the double 


talk. However, we found the new 
twist in this exercise of veto quite 
disturbing for the relevance and 
credibility of the organization as a 
whole. 

The blatant disregard for Is- 
lamic history and the Palestinian 
heritage in Bait-ul-Moqaddas 
which in and of itself could have 
dangerous repercussions on the 
ground, and the total disregard for 
international outrage over the Is- 
raeli decision to build new settle- 
ments in east Bait-ul-Moqaddas 
which are manifested in the veto 
of the resolution last Friday, are 
clearly a misuse of that fiduciary 
trust in the Security Council, at 
least as far as the permanent mem- 
ber that vetoed the resolution is 
concerned, he noted. 

Addressing the UN chief, the 
Iranian envoy said: Land grabbing 
and building new housing projects 
through the ’use of brute force, 
intimidation, deceit and mere 
trickery in order to change die 
basic characteristics of the Pales- 
tinian territories have always been 
an integral component of the Zion- 
ist grand design to plant itself in 
Palestine and perpetuate its occu- 
pation. 

He said rhe Israel's untrust- 
worthy conduct should serve as yet 
another example to those who have 
put their faith and hope in Israeli 
peace overtures. (IRNA) 


Czech Republic. 

Meanwhile in a meeting with 
Sudanese President Omar Hassan 
al-Bashir on Wednesday. Veiayati 
submitted a letter from President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani to him 
inviting Al-Bashir to attend the 
summit meeting of the organizatio 
of the Islamic Conference (OIC) in 
Tehran in December 

During the meeting Al-Bashir 
urged all Islamic states to take 
advantage of Tehran summit and 
use the platform to raise and re- 
solve problems of the Muslims 
throughout foe world. 

Veiayati als o underlined that 
Iran is working to pave the way for 
more active cooperation among Is- 
lamic countries and the OIC sum- 
mit is a step in this direction. 

He expressed hope that the 
s ummi t would help remov'd obsta- 
cles on the way of reaching com- 
mon Islamic objectives. 


Condoles President 
Rafsanjani 


Tehran Times Service 


Iranian, Ugandan FMs Hold 


1st Round of Talks 


KAMPALA — Iranian and Ugan- 
dan foreign ministers held first 
round of their talks here on Thurs- 
day. 

The two sides at the meeting 
surveyed Tehran-Kampala rela- 
tions and sought new ways of es- 
tablishing peace between Sudan 
and Uganda at a quadrilateral 
peace talk to be held by Iran, 
Uganda, Sudan and Malawi. 

Veiayati left Sudan for Kam- 
pala on Thursday to submit Presi- 
dent Hojjatoleslam Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani ’s message to 
his Ugandan counterpart Yoweri 
Kaguta Museveni. 

The Iranian foreign minister 
was expected to hold talks in order 
to survey issues pertaining to Te- 
hran-Kampala ties, allay tension 
between Sudan and Uganda and 
restore peace between the two 
countries. 

Ugandan Foreign Minister Er- 
lya Kategaya at the meeting wel- 
comed Iran’s efforts in 



establishing peace between his 
country and Sudan and said (hat his 
country adhered to Tehran agree- 
ments. 

Veiayati for his part said (he 
goal behind Iran’s peace seeking 
efforts was to guarantee mainte- 
nance of tranquility, good neigh- 
borliness and make Sudan arid 
Uganda centralize their potentials 
on reconstruction and develop- 
ment (IRNA) 


Iran, Syria to Upgrade Cultural, 


Press Relations 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — Iranian Ambassador 
to Damascus Hojjatoleslam Mo- 


Qom Marks 2nd 


Death Anniversary 
of Imam’s Son 


hammad Hassan Akhtari on 
Wednesday met with Syrian Min- 
siter of Information Muhammad 
Salman. 

During the meeting die two 
sides emphasized on boosing the 
two countries’ cooperation in the 
cultural, press and news sectors. 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — A special ceremony 
marking the 2nd anniversary of the 
departure of Hojjatoleslam Seyed 
Ahmad Khomeini, the son of the 
Founder of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion, the late Imam Khomeini, was 
held at Qom’s Grand Mosque on 
Thursday. 

The commemoration ceremony 
was attended by ulemas, members 
of the Assembly of Experts and 
Society of Qom Seminary Theolo- 
gians, representatives of the 
Leader's Office and Imam 
Khomeini's household. Speaking 
at the ceremony, Majlis Repre- 
sentative Hojjatoleslam Akrami 
referred to Hojjatoleslam Ahmad 
Khomeini as a trustee of his fa- 
ther’s legacy, and noted the in- 
valuable measures he took for the 
sake of the country during his en- 
tire fruitful life. 

Akrami further said that fee late 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Salman offered his sympathies 
to the quake-hit people of Ardebil, 
northwestern Iran, requesting 
Hqj. Akhjtari to forward his con- 
dolences to fae Ir anian officials 
and nation. 

He also appreciated the all-out 
support given to his country by 
Islamic Iran against Israel’s state 
terrorism. 

Akhtari for his part called for 
implementation of rfa»- cultural and 
propagation agreements reached 
between the two nations. 


The Syrian minister of informa- 
tion is expected to pay a visit to 
Iran at the invitation of Iranian 
Minister of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance Seyed Mostafa Mir- 
Salim. 
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TEHRAN — Polish President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski on 
Thursday cabled a message to 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani expressing his condolences 
over the deadly earthquake which 
hit the Ardebfl P r ov i nc e of Iran. 

In the message the Polish presi- 
dent expressed his and bis nation's 
deep grief over the tragic incident 
which took the lives of many peo- 
ple and Hiflictod heavy losses on 
the region. 

According so Po lish Embassy 
in Tehran the government and the 
Red Cross Society of Poland will 
send two plrae forafr of relief aid 
including 7,110 htnifffi and 
tons of goods for the quake- 
stricken people of Ardebil. 
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They stressed that exchange of 
delegations between the Iranian 
and Syrian news agencies and cul- 
tural and press organizations will 6 j 
further increase bilateral familiar- f 
ity. I 
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Hajj, Like Qoran, Has Remained 
Unfamiliar Among Islamic Communities 





Tehran TimeM Service 
TEHRAN — Hie superintendent 
of Iranian Hajj pilgrims , 
Hojjatoleslam Mohammad 
Mohtmraadi Reydahd, in the 
Friday prayer pre-sermon speech 
said Hajj is as unknown as die 
Qoran among Mamie countries. 

Last week’s Frklay prayer was 
held at the holy shrine of Imam 
Kfawnefni on the occasion of the 
anniversary of the passing away 
of Ae late Imam’s son, Hqjja- 
toleshun Ahmad KhomemL 

Hojjatoleslam Reyshahri ex- 
pressed condolence on the depar- 
ture of Hojjatoleslam Ahmad 
Khomeini and limelighted his 
role in the victory of the Islamic 
Revolution. 

Reyshahri said the late Imam 
TChntniant revived die Hap origi- 
natsd by Hazrat Ibrahim, adding 
that T"»m Khomeini taught ns 
that * *Ramye Jamarat” (throwing 
pebbles at the symbol of Satan) is 

wnf a ceg SmOmsi «mmng ofSatm 

Experts of 8 
Mosliai Notioes 
Attead D-8 Session 

ANKARA — Senior experts 
from eight Mmclim developing 
countries have gathered in 
Antalya port city in Turkey to 
attend the session of the group 
I>-8, which was inaugurated an 
Thursday with a message aired by 
Turkish state Abdullah 

GuL 

Iran is rep re sented at the ses- 
sion by a dekgfaoo. te n ded by 
Deputy Foreign Minister for In- 
ternational Affairs Javad Zarif. 

Besides Iran, senior experts 
from the host country, Turkey, 

TwAiiim w Mritftii 

Malaysia, Egypt and Nigeria are 
attending Ae session. The first 
D-8 session was held in Istanbul 
on Jaranry 14. (IRNA) 


but dot rather today Ae ritual 
represents throwing stone at Ae 
Great Satan; Ae U.S. and its ar- 
mies, chief among them being 
IsraeL 

Reyshahri stressed that, as 
pointed out by Tmam yimmemi , 
imperialist powers led by Ae 
U.S. are today’s greatest “Lat” 
and “Hobal” (two idols wor- 
shipped in pre-Mamie period). 

He said the holy Qoran is un- 
known a mong blamir countries, 
adding althrmgh exorbitant 
sums are spent for its publication, 
Qoran is acted upon conversely. 

Hojjatoleslam. Reyshahri said 
by the grace of God and with Ae 
Mesaiahrstyle breath of the late 
Imam Khomeini, Hajj has been 
revitalized in Islamic Iran »md |$ 
being spread among the world 
Muslims, »bng carryin g Mirihiw 
closer to Ae lofty goals of Hajj. 

TTb aaid iftfift p il girnw crrcHng 

the Ka*ba cry Ae slogan of deaA 
to Ae U.S. and TiMftl, Ais indi- 
cates thatHajj has been revived 
also among other Muslim nation- 
als. 
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Annhrersaiy of Inan's Son 
Connenorated ia Koala Lnpar 



KUALA LUMPUR — 
Malaysia-based Iranians attended 
special ceremonies held at Ae 
Iranian embassy in Knala 
Lumpur on Thursday to 
commemorate departure 
anniversary of Ae founder of Ae 
Mamie Rep ublic tih« late Imam 
Khomeini’s son Hojjatoleslam 
Seyed Ahmad Khomeini. 

An outstanding member of 
lean’s cultural and science acad- 
emy Hojatoleslam Mohaqeq 
Damad said at the ceremony that 
Hojjatoleslam seyed Ahmad 


ran$es 

m Spyftd Ahmad KlMmc mf s Depart®? 


Tehran Tone* Service 
TEHRAN — Islamic 
Propagation • Coordination 
Council (IPCC) released a 
statement inviting people to 
participate massively at Ae 
ceremonies marking Ae second 
amriversaxy of the passing away 
of Hojjatoleslam Seyed Ahmad 
Khomeini, son of Ae late Tmam 


Klunnaim 

IPCC’s statement added Aat 
Ae ceremonies will beheld at Ae 
holy shrine of Imam Khomeini 
and Ae Muslim people may com- 
memorate Ae nn tiring effo rts of 
Hojjatoleslam Ahmad Kbcmahw 
in the course of the Islamic Revo- 
lution. 


BnnKi Hjnjster; Iran Plays SigiiflOiGant Me in 
Expanaon of Idamic (Mkation Worldwide 


BRUNEI — Brunei Minister of 
Education Abdnl-Aziz said here 
an Thursday that Iran plays a 
significant role in expansion of 
Islamic culture and civilization 
throughout the world notably in 
Asia. 

]h a meeting wi A Iranian Am- 
bassador to Ae country Javad An- 
sari, the minister expressed 
willingness of his country to 
benefit from educational and 
t raining experiences of Mamie 
Iran. 

The two rides discussed ways 


yAeMmncRqdUh of bis Meteorological Organization 
^■aaoaacedtodtysimdaerMfbDoinK 
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Partly ebud y 

Warmest Poutt: 

Bandxr-e Lengeh 26°C 

Coldest Point; 

Ardebfl -12°C 


of exchanging cultural experi- 
ences, setting up Persian and Ma- 
lay language courses at Iranian 
and Brunei universities, granting 
scholarships to the university stu- 
dents of Ae two countries, hold- 
ing Iran’s educational industries 
exhibition in Brunei and holding 
annual eampa for university stu- 
dents of bo A rides. 

Iranian Minister of Education 
Mohammad AH Najafi is to visit 
Brunei soon. 

(IRNA) 


Khomeini bad fenpcbftd wide- 
scale efforts to publish his fa- 
ther’s works after his demise.! 

Hoj. Seyed Ahmad Khomeini, 
50, died at Ae Baqiatollah Hospi- 
tal in Tehran on March 17, 1995, 
following a severe heart attack 
which resulted in the failure of 
nervous system on March 12, 
1995. 

He was a prominent figure in 
Ae struggle against the oppres- 
sors and spared no efforts to safe- 
guard Ae legacy of his immortal 
father. 

Seyed Ahmad was bom in Ae 
holy city of Qom in 1324 (1945), 
and having finished high school, 
he studied theological courses 
Upon, Ae T ftMwrnnwndarinnK of Ms 
father. 

For a period of five years, he 
attended courses in theology be- 
ing instructed by prominent 
scholars tnrlndiwg Ae late Tmam 
Khomeini. 

He left behind three sons: Has- 
san, Yasser and Ali. 

His elder son, Hassan, 23, ia 
a student at Ae Qom school of 

* eol °E'- aitm 

Ways to Expand 
Irano-Azeri EdacaiioD 
Cooperation Explored 

BAKU — Iran’s Ambassador to 
Balm AH-Reza Bigdeli, met wiA 
Azeri Minis ter of Education 
Liliya K. Rasulova, here on 
Thursday. 

At Ae meeting Ae two sides 
di«m«a»d ways to expand coop- 
eration between Ae Islamic Re- 
public of Iran and the Republic of 
Azerbaijan in the field of educa- 
tion. 

The voiced satisfac- 

tion with the admission of Azeri 
students to Ae Imam Khomeini 
International University in Ae 
Iranian city of Qazvin and 
thanked Iran for granting scholar- 
ship to them. 

They also discussed Ae activi- 
ties of Iranian schools in Baku. 

The Azeri minister invited 
Inn’s Minister of Education Mo- 
hammad Ali Najafi and Minister 
of Culture and Higher Ed u ca t ion 
Mohammad Reza Golpayegani to 
visit Azerbaijan. 


General Assembly Expresses 
Sympathy With Iran’s Quake Victims 
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UN, New York, — The General 
Assembly Wednesday expressed 
sympathy with Ae victims of Ae 
Wlflr quake in northwest Iran oh. 
February 28 and called for inter- 
nafinal contributions in Ais con- 
nection. 

A tremor with a magnitude of 
5.5 degrees hit Ae Ardebil Prov- 
ince, in northwest Iran, kiHing 
nearly 1,000 persons and injuring 
a couple of thousand. 

On March 2 another quake with 
an intensity of 5.1 degrees hit the 
pamf> area. More than 920 after- 
shocks have been recorded so far. 

Iran’s Permament Repre- 
sentative to Ae UN K«mal Khar- 
razi appreciated the UN and its 
specialized agencies as well as 
those governments and non-gov- 
emment organizations which have 
contributed to the ongoing relief 


activities for the victims of the 
Ardebil quake. 

Kharazi told Ae debate session 
of Ae General Assembly on 
Wednesday Aat Ae people and 
government of Ae Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran have mobilized their 
resources to alleviate Ae suffering 
of approximately 6,000 people 
who have been affected by Ae 
quake. 

He stressed Aat the hzrriz win- 
ter conditions have added to the 
existing difficulties in rendering 
assistance to Ae people affected by 
Ae earthquake. 

Be side s human losses, he told 
the session, 20 villages have been 
levelled to ground, 80 others dam- 
aged by between 40 to 90 percent. 

10,000 bousing units have been 
damged by more than 40 percent 
and 105 schools have been de- 
stroyed. (IRNA) 
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On the eve of the New Year, families of martyrs have rushed to 
Behesht-e-Zahra Cemetery to dean the tomb of their beloved 
ones, who fell martyrs to bullets of Shah's tyranny and those of 
Iraqi imposed war. Photo: Abbas Takln 

Syria Sends Second Consignment 
of Relief Aid to Iran 


DAMASCUS — Syria sent Ae 
second consignment of relief aid 
for Ae quake-stricken people in 
Ardebil Province of Iran on Thurs- 
day. 

The assistance including 55 
tons of goods such as tents, blan- 
kets, garments, medicines and 
foodstuff, were carried aboard two 
C-130 tranposrt planes. 

The Syrian Minister of Supply 
and Internal Trade Nadim Akkash 


told IRNA that the Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafiz al- Assad has ordered 
Aat Ae despatch of relief supplies 
to Iran be countinued. 

He added Aat another plane- 
load of relief supplies will be sent 
to Tehran on Friday and within Ae 
next two days more than 3,000 
tons of commodities will be sent 
by rail for the quake-stricken peo- 
ple. 


32 Killed, 2,000 Fled Massacre at 
Catholic Mission: Report 


LUANDA - Unidentified armed 
men killed 32 people and drove 
more than 2,000 others to flee 
daring an attack on a Roman 
Catho lic Tnisginn in southwest 
Angola, Ae pro-government 
press said Friday. 

The daily Jamal de Angola, 
giving a latest toll from Ae raid 
on March 5, added that Ae fate of 
six rums taken hostage at the mis- 
sion in Kambondangolo was not 
known. 

More than 600 men took part 
in Ae attack, according to Ae 
mayor of Cubal town 50 kilome- 
tres (30 miles) fromKanfbondan- 
golo, in a letter to Ae governor 
of Bcnguela province, cited by 
the paper. 

The letter said Aat more than 

2,000 people from Ae area had 
fled to Cubal. 

Bengnela province is the most 
unstable in Angola, which is 
gmerg m g foam a brutal civil war 
between independence from Por- 
tugal in 1975 and a peace accord 
in November 1994. 

UN officials monitoring im- 
plementation of the pact between 
former rebels of Ae national un- 
ion for the total independence of 
Angola (UNIT A) and Ae govern- 
ment said earlier this week that 
Aey had no further details of Ae 
raid. 

The Luanda government ha- 


bitually blames former UNTTA 
troops for violence in Benguela. 

Deputy Defence Minister Pe- 
dro Sebastiao said Ais week Aat 

30,000 former UNTTA troops 
had deserted UN-supervised 
holding camps and were threaten- 
ing peace. (AFP) 


Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan on 
Ariel Quake 

TASHKENT — Uzbek President 
Mam A. Karimov in a message 
sent to President Hojjatoleslam 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjarii 
condoled him and the I ranian 
nation and government on Ae 
February 28 quake in 
northeastern Iranian province of 
ArdebdL 

The message, banded over to 
Ae Iranian embassy in Tashkent 
by Uzbdc foreign ministry envoy, 
wished patience for survzvers of 
tiie tremor. 

Meanwhile, Kyrgyz Premier 
Apas Jumagulov in another mes- 
sage sent to First Vice-President 
Hassan Habibi sympathized wiA 
Ae quake survivors and Ae Ira- 
nian nation and government on 
Ae incident. 

Jumagulov announced his 
country’s readiness to contribute 
help to surivere of Ae quake. 

(IRNA) 
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Iron-Turkey Economic 
Cooperation Will Continue 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Iran and Turkey 
would continue their economic co- 
operation and will go ahead with 
implementation of their joint en- 
ergy projects, a senior Turkish of- 
ficial said Thursday in Ankara. 

Turkish Minister of Energy and 
Natural Resources Recai Kutan 
said that the project for laying 
pipelines to transfer Tran's natural 
gas to Turkey would be inaugu- 
rated in May and that another plan 
to cany Ir anian oil to the Mediter- 
ranean via Turkey was under 
study, IRNA reported. 

Kutan said that Iran and Turkey 
would cooperate in this regard 
when the plan proved to be eco- 
nomical. 

Moreover, be said that Shell 
Oil Company has proposed to 
transfer Iranian gas to Euorpe 
through a pipeline via Turkish soil 
in cooperation with Turkey. 

Trading in TSE 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Some 9,966,528 
shares, worth over Rls. 47. 16 bil- 
lion, were traded at Tehran Stock 
Exchange (TSE) during March 8- 
12 . 

Shares of 48 companies in- 
creased, while those of 47 others 
declined. Shares of 19 companies 
remained unchanged compared to 
previous week. 

General index price of shares 
for the week reached 1,870.17 
points, down by 4.22 points com- 
pared to last week. 

In die Tehran Stock Exchange, 
Wednesday was die busiest day of 
the week, when some 4,418,047 
shares, worth over Rls.4.4 billion 
were traded in 1,139 turns for 609 
applicants. 


In response to a question on 
how and when the ongoing diplo- 
matic crisis in Tehran- Ankara ties 
would be solved, be said that the 
two sides have maintained their 
diplomatic ties at charge d'affaires 
level, but mutual economic activi- 
ties were going on independent of 
this issues. 

He said that since Turkey 
would need 27 billion cubic meters 
of gas annually by 2000, and there- 
fore, Iran would be one of die 
major suppliers of gas to his coun- 
try. Turkey now imports eight bil- 
lion cubic meters of gas from Iran, 
he added. 

As for the U.S. opposition to 
the transfer of Iranian gas to Tur- 
key, Kutan said that Turkey has 
explicitly announced that it would 
not give up its purchase of gas 
from Iran. 


Iran-Azerliaijan 
Customs Relations 
Discussed 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Head of Azeri Cus- 
toms Office, Kamaleddin Hay- 
derev, Wednesday voiced his 
country’s readiness to provide 
more facilities for Iranian mer- 
chants and investors in order to 
promote Tehran-Baku trade and 
economic ties. 

He made the remark in a meet- 
ing with Iran's Ambassador to 
Baku, Aline za Bigdeli, in which 
training of Azeri customs agents 
by Iran, expansion of bilateral cus- 
toms relations and exchange of 
customs-related informtion were 
discussed, IRNA said. 

Facilitating movement of 
trucks of both countries inside Ira- 
nian and Azeri territories was also 
discussed in the meeting. 


IMF Says India Needs Higher 
Savings Rate 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - An International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) Survey has 
suggested that India needed higher 
rate of savings to sustain gross 
domestic product (gdp) growth 
rates of at least seven percent, 
report Indian, news agencies. 

A paper entitled 'improving In- 
dia’s saving performance 1 , pub- 
lished in the latest issue of IMF 
Survey says that to achieve this 
goal of sustained seven percent 
growth without relying heavily on 
foreign borrowing, domestic sav- 
ings rates must rise. 

The Survey said the anticipated 
overall saving rate of 26.5 percent 
of gdp by 2000-01, in itself, would 
be insufficient. India's domestic 
saving rate should need to rise to 


Iran’s Assets Reach Record High 

Tehran Times Service reported form London. 


TEHRAN - Iran continued to re- 
duce its net liabilities to foreign 
bank during the third quarter of 
last year by increasing assets held 
with banks reporting to die Bank 
of International Settlement 

According to the latest report 
from the Basle-based bank, Iran’s 
assets held in 17 OECD countries 
reached a record $9,995 billion in 
September 1997, up $771 milli on 
on June and more than $3.5 billion 
than at the end of 1994, IRNA 


Over the same period apart, 
liabilities, have remained fairly. 

With a few fluctuations, the 
overall amount outstanding be- 
tween December 1994 and the end 
of the third quarter last year has 
risen by less than $350 million to 
$10.4 billion. 

The downward trend followed 
confirmation drat Iran honored its 
debt repayments during 1995 and 
achieved a more even balance in 
the distribution by maturity of 
claims. 


around 30 percent by the turn of 
the century to achieve desired 
growth rate. 

It said increased public saving 
together with strong structural re- 
form, notably financial liberaliza- 
tion was necessary to boost India’s 
domestic savings rate. 

It pointed out that public saving 
weakened to a low 0.5 percent of 
gdp in 1993-94 from four to five 
percent in the early 1980s. 

Recent increases in savings 
have particularly been driven by 
financial household saving, which 
helped to raise country’s savings 
rate to 25.5 percent in 1995-96. 
India’s savings rate had reached a 
record 23.5 percent in fiscal 1990- 
91, but dropped by 2.5 points in 
die following years, said the Sur- 
vey . 

Over the medium term, the 
Survey projects a gradual rise in 
India’s saving rate. Assuming that 
die government succeeds in reduc- 
ing die deficit to four per cent of 
gdp by 2000, public saving should 
rise to about three per cent of gdp 
early in the next decade. 

If India is to sustain an increase 
in long-term saving, adds the Sur- 
vey , it must give market partici- 
pants greater flexibility in 
portfolio allocation and rely on 
private sector involvement to 
boost competition and develop 


Industries M ini ster Urges Technical 
Updating of Plants 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Iran's Industries Min- 
ister Mohammadreza Nematzadeb 
said in Tabriz Thursday that those 
plants and factories that had not 
been technologically updated 
would have to be improved consis- 
tent with the status of the art in 
their field. 


Tabriz Factory Thursday paid a 
personal tribute to its personnel on 
the factory's having been awarded 
IS 0-90001 license in recognition 
of its prod uc ts meeting interna- 
tional 

On .Thursday, the industries 
minister also visited the site of a 
plant for manufacturing high-ca- 
pacity water puisps and turbines' 



He also called on manufactur- 
ers to diversify their products as 
soon as they could and also to 
impro ve the quality of their out- 
put, IRNA reported. 

The Industries Minister of Iran 
who also saw over Machinsazi 


and was briefed on the p rog r ess of 
the work. 

The plant is being built with foe 
joint investment of the private sec- 
tor in Iran and Slovaxtia. Upon 
completion, it will produce 800 
high-capacity water pumps in ad~ 


dition to 400 high cipcify turbines. 

The assembly line of (he plant 
is expected to start operation in 
another six and. its prod- 

ucts will be used wifodams with a 
opacify of 48 thousand cubic meter 
of water per our. 


Saudi 1997 Income Set to 
Surpass Projected Level 
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Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Saudi Arabia’s in- 
come in 1997 is expected to sur- 
pass its projected level by nearly 
10 billion dollars as world oil 
prices are forecast to remain 
strong, an official report said in 
Abu Dhabi. 

In its quarterly economic and 
stocks bulletin released on Thurs- 
day, foe Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF) said the exports of foe Per- 
sian gulf oil giant were expected 
to reach around 53.8 billion dol- 
lars in 1997, AFP reported. 

"Expectations are that growth 
in foe global economy will con- 
tinue this year, which means oil 
prices will remain as strong as they 
were last year, " foe Arab League's 
main financial organization said. 

Oil accounts for the bulk of 
Saudi Arabia’s exports while foe 
rest includes petrochemicals, 
farming and li ght industrial prod- 
ucts. 

Announcing its budget for 
1997, Saudi Arabia projected 
revenues at 164 billion riyals (43.7 
billion dollars) and expenditure at 
181 billion riyals (48.2 billion dol- 
lars). This created a deficit of 
around 4.5 billion dollars. 

Economists said the AMF’s 
projection about Saudi income in 
1997 meant foe budget could re- 
cord a surplus for the first time in 
several years. 

But they stressed this depended 
on whether Riyadh complied with 
the projected spending leveL 

"From foe past experiences, foe 
Saudi government has shown an 
inability to abide foe specified ex- 
penditure for some reasons,” an 


expert said. 

"They include the temptation of 
high prices and the need to ease foe 
domestic debt burden, which is 
important for economic growth. " 

A surge of nearly three dollars 
in oil prices in 1996 brought foe 
world’s biggest oil producer and 
exporter nearly eight billion dol- 
lars in additional income, tempting 
it to use foe surplus to pay billions 
of dollars in arrears for local con- 
tractors and farmers. 

The extra income could have 
eli mi n a t ed . Saudi Arabia’s budget 
deficit but it was only slightly cut 
because of excess spending. 

The Abu Dhabi-based AMF 
said Saudi Arabia had 
payment of its external debt in 

1995 and had settled most of its 
internal debt following the pay- 
ment of around 5.99 billion dollars 
to the contractors and farmers in 
1996. 

It cited official figures from. 
Riyadh as showing the Saudi gross 
domestic product grew nominally 
by around 8.7 percent in 1996, 
nearly double foe 43 percent 
growth rate recorded in the pre- 
vious year. 

It attributed the growth to ex- 
pansions in some public ami pri- 
vate sectors and the increase in ofl. 
prices to around 20 dollars from 
16.8 dollars. 

In real terms, foe Saririi econ- 
omy grew by 7.7 percent in 1996 
as inflation did not exceed one 
percent, it said. 

The report gave no projections - 
for growth this year but bankers 
have forecast it at nearly half foe 

1996 rate. 

The report estimated Saudi im- 


ports at 27 billion dollars in 1997, 
indicating there will be a s u rplus 
of 26.8 billion dollars. 

This will positively affect foe 
current account and consequently 
foe balance of payments. 

The report said Saudi Arabia 
was pressing ahead with plans to 
diversify its oil-reliant economy 
and attract foreign investment af- 
ter it was one of the biggest capital 
exporters during foe oil boom 15 
years ago. 

" The Saudi government is cur- 
rently revising investment laws to 
provide mo.\i incentives to foreign 
capital to boost the domestic econ- 
omy," it said. 

156 Projects 

Implefflented io Biidsar f 

Tehran Times Service 
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TEHRAN - Some 450 develop- 
ment projects have been accom- 
plished in the Rudsar region, 
northern Iran, this year (ending 
March 20), the city’s governor 
Elias Jafari said on Thursday. 

According to foe official, 
Rls. 3 5.6 billion have been allo- 
cated for foe projects, 156 of 
which have already come on 
stream, IRNA reported. 

Among other facilities, Jafan 
said, foe projects include building 
of a 96-bed hospital which is 
of foe largest projects in foe tow* 
and will be operational soon. 

The governor added that ar- 
rangements are made for construc- 
tion of an industrial township ® 
Rudsar area with a view to creat- 
ing jobs in the region. 
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Football 

PARIS: Monaco stopped the rot convincingly in a 3-0 win at 
names on Thursday which propelled them seven points dear 
Rathe French tide race after just one point from their previous 
*wo pmcs. Syfvain Legwinsld scored just before and after the 
break and Scotland's john Collins added another midway 
thfou^i the second hall Arsenal Hit by Mersan Injury. 

LONDON: Arsenal's Paul Merson is likely to be out for the rest 
of the season after undergoing a hernia operation on Thursday. 
The England midfielder will be out for up to six weeks and will 
miss third-placed arsenal's premier ship title run-in, as well as 

England's friendly against Mexico at Wembley on March 29. 
The news is a major blowfor Arsenal boss Arsene Wenger, who 
has lost a string of key players through injury this season. 

Tennis 

INDIAN WELLS, California: Albeit Berasategui, the only seed 
left in the top half of the champions cup draw, moved into the 
quarter-finals on Thursday wrtfr a straight-set victory over 
Jonathan stark. France's Cedric Pioline also reached the round 
of eight with a three-set win over sweetish wild-card Magnuss 
Larsen. 

Badminton 

BIRMINGHAM, England: two world champions with differing 
problems suggested they have gone some way towards solving 
them by reaching the Semi-finals ofthe aB England badminton 
championships in contrasting fashion here on Thursday. Men's 
champion heryanto arbi won in three games against the un- 
seeded Chinese player Luo Yigangand women's winner Ye Za- 
hoying avenged her Atlanta nightmare by outplaying Korean 
Kim Ji-Hyun 11-7, 11-1. 

Golf 

LISBON: Australian peter O'malley led the Portuguese open 
field by two shots from England's van Phillips following Thurs- 
day's fTist round here. O'malley lut seven birdies in a seven un- 
der par 65, ahead of Phillips, a claimant to the title 
'best-dressed golfer on the European tour'. 

Alpine Skiing 

VAIL, Colorado: Austria's Andrea's Schifferer won the final 
world cup super-G of the season here on Thursday. But 
France's Luc Alp hand, who took ninth spot, finished on top of 
the final world cup super-G standings for his second award — 
he had already won the downhill title. 

Women’s Skiing 

VAJt, Colorado: Germany's Kafja Seizinger won the last 
women's super-G of the season here on Thursday but second- 
placed compatriot Hilde Gerg won the super-G overall World 
Cup title. Seizinger won in a time of Imin 1 5.73s ec, ahead of 
gerg and martinaertl in a german dean sweep of the top three 
places. 

Cycling 

VEN1SSIEUX, France: Belgium's tom steels on Thursday had his 
third victory since the start of the Paris-nice cyding race, 
sprinting home to win the fifth stage here. Steels just finished 
ahead of Italy's Mario GpoIGni and France's world number one 
Laurent Jalabert, who retained his leader's white jersey in this 
198-km stage from Coumon d'Auvergne to Venissieux- 

Baseball 

NEW YORK: Denying Hidela Irabu free agency violated Major 
League Baseball's union working agreement and could lead to 
a court fight, players' association leader Don Fehrwamed. The 
Japanese star pitcher's playing rights remain with the San Di- 
ego Padres but Irabu has said he will play only for the world se- 
ries champion New York Yankees. 

Racing 

CHELTENHAM, England: Irishman Tony McCoy completed the 
blue Ribband double here on Thursday winning the Chelten- 
ham gold cup on 20/1 shot Mr. mulligan after winning the 
champion hurdle on make a stand on Tuesday. Veteran Barton 
bank, a 33/1 chance ridden by David Walsh, was second and 
Irish raider Dorans pride, running on ground he didn't like, rid- 
den by Jim Boderick was third at 10/1. 


Foreman Looks to Title 
Past Unbeaten Foe 



NEW YORK — Former worid 
heavyweight boxing champion 
George Foreman, looking past his 
next opponent, said he has a 
chance to fight die winner of.a 
May showdown between Mike Ty- 
son and Evander Hotyfield. 

Foreman looked lackluster in 
his past two fights, each of which 
cost him a world tide because he 
refused to fight a designated chal- 
lenger. He next faces unb eaten 
Lou Savarese on April 26 in At- 
lantic City, New Jersey. 

But Foreman claims he wants 
to remain active in the ring “into 
die 21st Century” and beyond his 
50th birthday, which comes on 
January 10, 1999. 

Foreman is looking beyond 
Savarese, 36-0 with 30 knockouts, 
and wonders about the possible 
deal he had worked out to fight 
Tyson before Holyfield stopped 
him last November to claim die 
worid boxing association crown. 


A tide unification fight is expected 
late this year involving the Holy- 
field-Tysan winner and the king- 
pin between. Lennox Lewis, 
Michael Moorer, Vaughn Bean 
<md lmWfm Henry Akinwande. 
The Tyson-Holyfield winner is 
likely to fight once before a unifi- 
cation bout. That next foe could be 
Bowe or Buster Douglas or Fore- 
man, although a more likely Fore- 
man foe after Savarese would be 
the winner of a May 16 bout here 
between Rray Mercer and Andrew 
Golota. 

The dream of fighting Tyson 
p rompted Fore man to return to die 
ring in 1987 after a decade of 
retirement 

But now the best fighting ver- 
sion of Foreman available to box- 
ing fens is in die movie “When We 
Were Kings,” a documentary of 
his 1974 loss in Zaire to Moham- 
med Ali. 

(AFP) 


When We Were Kings 


The sports documentary is the new 
film genre. After the success of 
“Hoop Dreams”, the fly-on-the- 
wall story of two Chicago boys 
obsessed about w innin g feme and 
.fortune at basketball, a new docu- 
mentary focuses an a single event 
in die career of Muhammad Ali: 
die fight in Kinshasa, Zaire, in 
October 1974, when he entered the 
ring as an underdog against the 
younger stronger George Fore- 
man, and emerged with bis worid 
heavyweight boxing tide regained 
and Ms myth intact. 

The “Rumble in the Jungle” 
(Ali’s own term for it) was staged ‘ 
by Dan King and a $10 million 
purse was dona t ed by President 
Mobutu Sese Seko, who stayed 
away from the fight he sponsored, 
for fear of assassination. While 
training, Forman cut his eye on a 
sparring partner’s elbow, and the 
event was postponed for six 
weeks. That gave Ali plenty of 
time to kill with his favorite inter- 
locutors, the press, and with the 


movie makers who endad up with 
hundreds of hours of film footage. 

The decision of that footage, 
“When We Were Kings”, directed 
by Lean Gast, is hero-worship, 
pure and simple. Ali is filmed 
sparring, running and, of course, 
talking. He could charm just about 
anybody he met. More than 20 
years later, Norman Mailer, 
George Plimpton and other writers 
who went to Kinshasa recall Ali’s 
wisecracks word for word and 
naturally how he was stripped of 
his tide for three years because he 
refused to be conscripted to fight 
in the Vietnam war. 

Today Ali’s rhyming taunts 
have found him a whole new gen- 
eration of admirers: young black 
rappers who claim him as their 
ancestor. Put Ali alongside Mike 
Tyson or O J. Simpson, and die 
cult makes sense, even if foe for- 
mer champion, now in bis mid- 
50S, fought an for too long for his 
own good. 

(Courtesy the Economist) 



COLOGNE, Germany (March 11): VF8 Stuttgart's Krassimir 
Balakov (Q is framed by 1.FC Cologne's Sunday Oliseh (L) and 
Ralf Hauptmann during their German league match here. 
Stuttgart won the match 5-1. (afp PHOTO) 


Understanding Kung Fu 
as Described by a Master 

By jj Jiir thisgmpuur juizcngir 

Skills of Kung Fu 

(Part 31) 

yming is the key to a 
I /(complex attack. So, 
fcliWyou should have 
enough practice in order to 
become skilled in this field. 

While practicing, you should 
avoid unnecessary inten- 
tional reactions and if possi- 
ble offer your rival different 
sorts of probable responses 
and in this way make him do 
slower selective reactions. 

When the stimuli are combined together, it takes your rival 
much more time to react For instance, when he has just 
finished performing his technique, or is out of his senses or 
reacts slowly, you can take maximum advantage of. his 
inability and defeat him. A challenger who has the capability 
to blow just with right hand and leg in different directions, 
he should also learn to apply both hands and legs because 
one-direction attack not only limits his own concentration 
but enables the rival to accelerate his reactions. An athlete 
who challenges in hope of winning, enjoys self-confidence. 
While some are embarrassed, lose their temper, fear, are 
overcome by nausea and even vomit before the match. 
These feelings are not rare among the beginners and even 
the veterans. But a self-confident challenger overcomes his 
feelings as soon as he enters the ring and he is able to do 
his best. On the other hand, an athlete who merely thinks 




of winning may be put under pressure by his muscles. Such 
a person has become tired and his movements seem unskill- 
ful. A challenger should be never lazy and inactive. He 
should learn to compete and have constant exercises. A real 
athlete exercises and challenges with speed and ability not 
needed in normal conditions. According to the experience, 
an athlete can be active and apply his foil energy until it is 
needed. His potential energy and breathi-holding power 
appear provided that he is active to the best of his capacity. 
Hie experienced and veteran athletes do not waste their 
energy. To say better, they save their energy through getting 
optimal use of skills and avoiding unnecessary movements. 
If you want to take foil advantage of performing your tech- 
niques, you should apply minimum kinetic energy. Mean- 
while, you should know that the rotating movements need 
more energy than the simple ones do because the direction 
in rotating techniques should be changed very fast 
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DAMASCUS, Syria (MaitJi 11): Sheikh Abed al-Latif aJ-Khafagi (U representative of the Iraqi opposition 
party Jund al-lmam speaks with an unidentified member of the Islamic higher Council of Iraq party (R) 
in Damascus before they enter into a meeting of 22 opposition Iraq movements who are based in Syria. 
In the center is an unidentified member of Jund al-lslam movement The one day meeting is to evaluate 
the Iraqi opposition work and try to find a unified frame work. 

(AFP PHOTO) 


Rallies Held in Lebanon to 
Protest Israeli Occupation 


BEIRUT, Lebanon — Lebanon on 
Friday marked the 19th anniver- 
sary of Israel’s first invasion of the 
South with a five-minute work 
stoppage in the capital and protest- 
ers burning Israeli flags in the east- 
ern Bekaa Valley. 

There also were anti-Israeli ral- 
lies and marches across the coun- 
try and calls on the Zionist state to 
end its occupation of a South Leba- 
non border enclave. 

President Elias Hrawi accused 
Israel of undermining the U.S.- 
sponsored Middle East peace 
process by refusing to end its oc- 
cupation of the border strip and by 
insisting on building Jewish settle- 
ments in traditionally Arab East 


Bait-ul-Moqaddas. 

In a speech, Hrawi reiterated 
Lebanon's offer to deploy its small 
army in the South to stop cross- 
border attacks, but only after an 
nconditional Israeli withdrawal. 

In a symbolic protest against 
the occupation of the border en- 
clave, Lebanese across the country 
hanged yellow ribbons on their 
chests or on vehicles. 

They staged sit-ins and peace 
marches, condemning the occupa- 
tion and demanding Che implemen- 
tation of UN Resolution 425, 
which calls for an unconditional 
Israeli withdrawal from Lebanese 
territory. 

CAP) 


Hezbollah Claims 


Anti- 


ist T ank Attack 


TYRE, Lebanon — The Hezbollah 
group said on Friday it had de- 
stroyed an Israeli tank in the "se- 
curity zone" occupied by the 
Zionist state in South Lebanon and 
"killed and injured its occupants. " 

The Hezbollah said one of its 
units "pulverised a Merkava tank 
traveling on the Jabal Hmayyed- 
Hariss road at around 1330 GMT" 
in the Western sector of the occu- 
pied zone. 

Eight Islamic 
Nations to 
Hold Summit 
in Istanbul 

ANKARA — The heads of state or 
government of eight Islamic na- 
tions will meet in Istanbul in June 
to mark the formal creation of an 
economic cooperation group, the 
Anatolia news agency said Friday. 

(AFP) 


"Members of the crerw were 
killed or injured," the Hezbollah 
said in a statement issued from 
Tyre, around 80 kilometers (50 
miles) south of Beirut and several 
kilometers (miles) from Israel's 
self-declared "security zone. " 

However, a source with the Is- 
raeli-allied South Lebanese Army 
mercenaries (SLA) denied that any 
casualties had resulted from at- 
tacks on die Jabal Hmayyed area. 

About an hour earlier, Hezbol- 
lah launched an attack using anti- 
tank rockets and automatic 
weapons, and claimed to have 
killed and wounded Israeli sol- 
diers. 

The SLA source confirmed the 
attack but said there were no vic- 
tims. 

Israeli artillery retali ate d, fir- 
ing some 60 shells on the outskirts 
of several villages in the area, 
Lebanese police said. 

"A house was damaged by the 

explosion of an Israeli shell at Hu- 
nan," a police spokesman said. 

(AFT) 


Duma Passes Law 
on Procedure for 
Impeaching 
President 


MOSCOW — Russia’s Lower 
House on Friday approved the first 
step of a new law defining proce- 
dures for impeaching the president 
on health grounds. 

The communist and nationalist- 
dominated Duma voted 287-22 to 
approve the first reading of a law 
"on interruption of the head of 
state’s powers." 

To become law, however, it 
has to pass another two readings 
and needs the approval of the Up- 
per House, the Federation Coun- 
cil, and President Boris Yeltsin, to 
become law. Yeltsin has the 
power to veto Parliament's laws. 

During Yeltsin’s eight-month 
absence from the Kremlin due to 
ill health the Duma tried vainly 
several times to launch impeach- 
ment proceedings. 

The new law said the Upper or 
Lower House could call cm the 
Supreme Court to decree that the 
president was incapacitated if he 
had been unable to work normally 
for four months - (AFP) 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

ISRAEL... 

The Palestinians for their part 
welcomed Thursday's UN Gen- 
eral Assembly vote as "proof of 
Israel’s isolation," but criticized 
tbe United States for being the sole 
state to vote alongside Israel 
against tee resolution in tee UN 
General Assembly. 

The UN text called the building 
of Jewish neighborhoods in East 
Bait-ul-Moqaddas "illegal" and a 
"major obstacle to peace.” The 

resolution, co-sponsored by 42 
states including the 15-member 
European Union, garnered tht 
support of 130 nations. 

AU.S. veto prevented a similar 


Yeltsin Says Summit 
With Clinton Might Fail 


MOSCOW — President Boris 
Yeltsin warned Friday that his 
summit next week with President 
Bill Clinton might not yield agree- 
ment on the countries’ dispute 
over NATO, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency said. 

"We may not reach an agree- 
ment on NATO,” said Yeltsin, 
who is due to meet Clinton 
Wednesday and Thursday in Hel- 
sinki. He added, however, ‘We 
should not see this as a tragedy,” 
the agency said. 

Yeltsin said the talks on Rus- 
sia's relations with an expanded 
NATO "will be the most difficult 
in the history of RussianrU.S. re- 
lations, * another agency, Interfax, 
quoted him as saying. 

Russia is vehemently opposed 
to NATO's plans to take in formes’ 
Soviet satellites as members. 

Clinton will undergo surgery 

resolution from being adopted last 
week at the UN Security Council. 

The world body took up the 
issue at tee request of tee Pales- 
tinians after Netanyahu gave tee 
go ahead earlier this monte to a 
project to build a new neighbor- 
hood for some 30,000 Jews at Har 
Homa, an tee southern edge of 
East Bait-ul-Moqaddas. 

Palestinians, who want to make 
East Bait-ul-Moqaddas tee capital 
of a future independent state, have 
warned that the start of construc- 
tion at Har Homa would spark 
widespread violent protests. 

"This is a world consensus, 
recognizing Palestinian rights and 
is clear proof of Israel’s isola- 
tion,” Nabil abu Rudeina, Arafat’s 
top adviser, said of tee UN vote. 

"We criticize tee U.S. decision 
to vote against this international 
unanimity," be added in a state- 
ment on tee official voice of Pal- 
estine radio. 

Aba Rudeina also played down 
expectations of a quick summit 
meeting between Arafat and Is- 
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu to try to resolve the crisis 
caused by Israel’s budding {dans 
in East Bait-ul-Moqaddas and a 
series of other contested policy 
decisions. 

"There are no preparations un- 
derway at this time for a summit 
meeting," he said. 

(AFT) 

(Contd From. Pg. 1) 

VELAYATI... 

attack on a military housing com- 
plex at Khobar in eastern Saudi 
Arabia teat IrHlpd 19 Americans. 

"If tee Saudis raise the subject, 
he will talk about it. We had noth- 
ing to do with this attack, and we 
wQl tell them teat again," said an 
Iranian diplomat here, asking not 
to be named. 

Apart from the QIC invitation, 
Velayati will also try to boost eco- 
nomic relations with Riyadh in 
talks with his Saudi counterpart 
Prince Sand al-Faisal and Crown 
Prin ce A bdallah ibn Abdel Aadz. 

Velayati, who has not traveled 
to tee kingdom since May 1993, 
starts his 24-hour visit in Jeddah 
on the Red Sea coast. - 

Iran’s Ambassador Mohammad 
Reza Nuri said tee forei gn minis- 
ter would call for the estab- 
lishment of a joint economic 
commission, an increase in trade, 
and closer commercial ties be- 
tween Tehran and its Parian Gulf 
Arab neighbors. (AFP) 


on his right knee after he injured 
himself at tee home of Australian 
golfing legend Greg Norman in 
Palm Beach, Florida around mid- 
night Thursday, CNN said. 

The operation to repair a Tom 
Tendon would take place at the 
Naval hospital in Beteesda, Mary- 
land, outside Washington, the re- 
port said, quoting doctors. 

Clinton canceled all scheduled 
events in Florida and will be head- 
ing back to Washington Friday, 
(AFT) 

(Contd From Pg. I) 

HOW... 

fair s were among important cost- 
temporary issues, winch needed to 
be recorded in tee history and sur- 
veyed. 

The president stated teat tee 
extremely callow and oppressive’ 
stance of tee U.S. at tee Security 
Council session was really a dis- 
grace for the United States. 

(nt ha) 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

ALBANIAN... 

chancellor, said tee Albanian side 
agreed with his OSCE delegation 
teat the Balkans state "is no longer 
able to restore order with its own 
forces.” 

"The country will need interna- 
tional help," he said. 

He said he told tee Albanians 
that he would takf. up fee issue 
with Denmark, the current chair 
nation of tee Organization for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in Europe. 

He added teat he would do like- 
wise with tee Netherlands, the 
current president of the European 
Union. 

The OSCE delegation, making 
its second trip to Albania since the 
country began slipping into anar- 
chy, traveled from Vienna to Brin- 
disi, Italy, from where they rode a 
helicopter to the Italian warship 
Aliseo to meet the Albanian repre- 
sentatives. 

Between 250 and 300 Ameri- 
cans have been evacuated aboard 
U.S. military helicopters from Al- 
bania, a State Department official 
said Friday. 

The U.S. nationals were flown 
out to naval vessels on tee Adriatic 
and taken to Italy, he said. 

But the official, who spoke on 
condition he not be named, said 
Washington was not contemplat- 
ing any intervention to prevent Al- 
bania from sliding further into 
anarchy. 

”1 think it’s safe to say that 
there’s great reluctance to inter- 
vene in tee situation," the official 
said. "Our first priority is to take 
out American citizens and U.S. 
government employees. " 

At least 11 people have been, 
shot dead in the Albanian capital 
and nearly 150 injured in the las* 

24 hours, according to hospital 
officials Friday who called the 
aihmrinn bet a "frightening." 

The surgeon in charge of tee 
emergency unit at Tirana’s num- 
ber two hospital, Aiben Gjata, 
said 35 people wounded in shoot- 
ing incidents had showed up in his 
unit early Friday and othos kept 
trickling in. 

NATO ambassadors met 
briefly and informally Friday to 
review the crisis in Albania, but 
limited discussion to an "exchange 
of information" without making 
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any decision, diplomats said. 

Diplomats said the United 
States, which called the meeting, 
had no intention of a 

NATO feme to Albania, but sim- 
ply wanted the council "to assess 
the situation." 

"The altiance is not p rep aring 
anything, that isn’t its role." one 
of the diplomats said, adding teat 
any proposal along those lines 
would not reach consensus and no 
operational details were talked 
about. 

General Klaus Naumaun, tee 
head of NATO’s military commis- 
sion, also told German television 
teat no military intervention was 
planned for tee mororrd. 

He said any operation launched 
from outside dm cotmby would 
need some kind of legal foundation 
like a mandate from the Ofgatnzs- 
tioa for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE). 
(AJPT) 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

BIG... 

The Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Khamenei 
arrived here Thursday morning to 
a warm welcome of the local offi- 
cials residents of this south- 
western city. 

People have been waiting for 
the arrival of their beloved Leader 
since the early hours this morning. 
They had lined up on both sides of 
tee route of Ayatollah Khamenei 
hours before' Ids arrival to greet 
him. 

The local Arab^peakmg tribal 
people of die city were chanting 
slogans welcoming the Leader. 

Meanwhile Ayatollah Khame- 
nei, who is on a routine visit to 
Iran’s Khuzestan Province here 
Thursday paid a personal tribute to 
the people of Dezful for their re- 
sistance against Iraqi forces during 
the war years. 

He said the people of Dezful, 
as those elsewhere in Iran, owed it 
to their religious firitb and to their 
revolutionary fervor for having 
bravely held out in the war years. 

Ayatollah Khamenei said tee 
present era is one marked by an 
Islamic wakefulness and manifes- 
tation of shocking realities which, 
he said, had become gradually ap- 
parent as tee people of Iran, rely- 
ing on the culture introduced by 
Islam and the Holy Qoran, insti- 
tuted a revolution • 

political system in the country teat 
was dependent on tee world azxo- 
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He said (he people of Iran are 
determined to rely on their own 
mental capacity for developing 
their country and for making good 
on teat part of their national back- 
wardness teat, he said, has been 
due to the previous domination in 
Iran of the world arrogance. 

The Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution also paid, a per so nal 
tribute to tee martyrs of Dezful 
and of other towns aid cities of tee 
province. 

(SSSA) 

(Contd From Pg. 2) 

QOM... 

Hoj. Ahmad Khomeini was one of 
the prominent figures who fought 
to bring down the regime of the 
criminal Shah ami that all through- 
out Tmar n khomemi ’it years of ex- 
ile he spared no effort at 
preserving the role of tee Qom 
seminary. 

Hojjatoleslm Seyed Ahatfld 
Khomeini, who would have turned 

50, died on March 17, 1995 fol- 
lowing a massive heart attack on 
March 12, 1995. 
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Summons to Be Issued for Prominent 
Dissident in Murder Case 


MARCH 15, 1997 


PHNOM PENH — A Cambodian 
court is to issue a summons to 
prominent dissident Sam. Rams/ 
compelling him to answer allega- 
tions feat he ordered tbe murder of 
a relative of second Prime Minis- ■ 
ter Hun Sea, senior police officials 


The summons, expected to be 
issued Thursday, is not an arrest 
warrant hot similar documents 
have been used in tbe past as a 
prelude to arrest, according to hu- 
man rights workers and lawyers. 

It was not clear when the sum- 
mons would be issued to Sam 
Rainsy, president of the unrecog- 
nized opposition Khmer Nation 
Party (KNP), as be left Cambodia 
Wednesday for a fund-raising top 
to Australia. 

He is not expected back in the 
country until March 22, according 
to his wife HouloDg Saumunu 

According to die police offi- 
cials, investigating judges at 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court de- 
cided they had enough evidence to 
call Sam Rainsy before them after 
listening to a taped statement by 
the KNP’s security chief Srun 
Vong Vannak, who has been 
charged wife fee murder. 

"During the discussions (be- 
tween police and judges) today, 
the coart was gatrefi—* that ft had 
enough evidence to invite him 
(Sam Rainsy) to respond to ques- 
tions," said a senior police offi- 


cial, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

In the tape, which police de- 
scribed as a “confession," Srun 
Vong Vannak; who has been in 
police custody since February 14, 
claimed dat Sam Rainsy had or- 
dered him to arrange the murder 
of Khov Samnth, die official raid . 

Khov Samuth, a senior Interior 
Ministry official and Hnn Sen’s 
brother-in-law, was gunned down 
in broad daylight on November 19 
as he left a popular Phnom Penh 
restaurant. 

Hu n Sen, the powerful 1««1w 
of the formerly communist Cam- 
bodian People’s Party (CPP), said 
he thought the murder was politi- 
cally motivated and "cer- 

tain. politicians" whom he did not 
name for die crime. 

The murder took place just 
three days after alleged Kbrnwr 
Rouge defectors accused fee roy- 
alist Funcinpec Party of conspir- 
ing to cover up links between fee 
KNP and fee guerrilla movemeoL 

Last month, Funcinpec, the 
CPP’s main partner in the current 
coalition government, and the 
KNP joined a political alliance 
called the National United Front 
that believe will contest upcoming 
scheduled elections against the 
CPP’s own alliance. 

Before he left for Australia, 
Sam Rainsy and KNP members 
staged a demonstration calling for 


U.S. Congress Ready to Vote 
Against "Certifying" Mexico 


WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
House of Representatives on 
Thursday was expected to reject a 
White House decision certifying 
Mexico as an ally in die fight 
against global drug trafficking. 

A measure before the Republi- 
can-controlled chamber expresses 
frustration and anger at Mexico’s 
lack of cooperation and seeks to 
overturn President Bill Clinton’s 
March 1 decision to certify Mex- 
ico as a lull U.S. partner in the 
antidrug fight. 

The House action, however, 
would suspend fee economic sanc- 
tions feat normally go along with 
decertification because they would 
be against U.S. "national interest. 

The measure also would delay 
decertification for 90 days to give 
Mexican authorities time to show 
feat it is cooperating wife U.S. 
drug-fighting efforts. 

On Thursday, Mexican For- 
eign Ministar Jose Angel Gurria 
said Mexico would not accept any 
terms imposed by the U.S. Con- 
gress and emphasized feat fee only 
way to address (he drug problem 
is "through cooperation." 

Drug trafficking is "a shared 
problem in that the common en- 
emy is fee drug trafficker and not 
a particular country, " he said in an 
inte rview wife Radio Red. 

Clinton renewed Mexico’s cer- 
tification after a heated debate fu- 
eled by tlie February 18 arrest of 
Mexican General Jesus Gutierrez 
Rebollo. He is imprisoned on 
charges of protecting the nation's 
most notorious drug kingpins 

In another embarassing inci- 
dent, Humberto Garcia Abrego, 
considered the finance chief of the 
Gulf of Mexico drag cartel and fee 
brother of jailed ding lord Juan 
Garcia Abrego, disappeared from 
custody in Mexico on February 
27. 

Under fee House measure, cer- 


tification would be granted (mly if 
fee White House could show that 
Mexico has taken steps in six ar- 
eas. 

These include allowing a 
greater number of armed U.S. an- 
tidrug agents to work in Mexico, 
easing corruption in its bureauc- 
racy and allowing fee extradition 
of a greater number of its citizens 
to fee United States for trial. 

Mexico also must authorize 
U.S. aircraft to overfly its terri- 
tory as well as allow U.S. ships to 
pursue suspected drug traffickers 
in its territorial waters. 

The text of the measure — 
which is critical toward fee Clin- 
ton administration's drug fighting 
campaign — requires a vote by 
both chambers of Congress. Even 
then, Clinton could veto fee meas- 
ure, requiring each chamber to 
muster a two-thirds majority to 
override it. 

The proposal advanced by the 
Republican majority "is a slap in 
the face of our neighbor to the 
south and and slap in the face of 
our president, ” said congressman 
Martin Frost, a Democrat from 
Texas. 

Clinton, who is set to visit 
Mexico next month, joined key 
members of his cabinet earlier this 
week in urging several key sena- 
tors not to follow fee House. 

The president has said he would 
veto fee measure, arguing that 
support for Mexican President Er- 
nesto Zedillo is fee only way to 
curb drug trafficking along fee' 
3,000-kilometer (1,900-mile) 
U.S. -Mexico border. 

Mexico, which has received 
certification each year since fee 
process began in 1986, remains a 
main transit point for South 
American cocaine as well as mari- 
juana and heroin, U.S. authorities 
say. 

(AFT) 


fee release of Srun Vong Vannak 
who they say is being illegally 
detained and may have been co- 
erced into confessing to the crime. 

The demonstration took place 
as a senior United Nations official 
denounced as "illegal" the detain- 
ment in isolation of Srun Vong 
Vannak who has been held by po- 
lice since mid-February without 
access to a lawyer. 

"We ask that fee government 
allow immediate access to (Srun 
Vong Vannak) for his lawyers to 
begin to prepare his case," said 
Thomas Hannnaib erg, UN special 
representative for human rights in 
Cambodia. 

"We believe it is very impor- 
tant feat in a case like this one, 
which could have political over- 
tones, procedure be followed," 
Hammarberg said by phone from 
fee northwest province of Battam- 
bang where he is on an inspection 
tour. 

The KNP, Hammarberg and 
fee hiwnan rights group Amnesty 
International noted fear Cambo- 
dian law forbids the detention of a 
criminal suspect for more than 48 
hours without access to a lawyer 
or an appearance before a judge 
and that Smn Vong Vannak had 
been held for 27 days. 

Until late Tuesday, when two 
members of Parliament where al- 
lowed to see Srun Vong Vannak in 
prison, his whereabouts and con- 
dition were unknown. 

Police officials maintain (hat 
Srun Vong Vannak is not being 
held against his will bat is in pro- 
tective custody because he fears 
retribution for his confession. 

Sam Rainsy, who has alleged 
that die arrest is a prelude to false 
accusations that he ordered fee 
murder of Khov Samnth, said the 
confession police claim to have 
secured from Srun Vong Vannak 
was coerced. 

"Extorted confessions by tor- 
ture cannot be used against (him) 
in a court of law," Sam Rainsy 
said, adding that confidential po- 
lice documents showed that he bad 
recanted. 

Police, however, defended 
their actions in die case. 

"What we have done and what 
we are going to do is all in accord- 
ance wife the laws of Cambodia," 
said one senior official. 

Sam Rainsy "has accused us of 
detaining Vannak illegally but we 
have allowed MPs to see him to 
prove that he wasn't beaten in con- 
fessing." 

(AFT) 





" jiififi.*. 


BIKINI ATOLL, Marshall Islands (Feb. 24): Four elderly Bikini women who have not set foot on their 
island since U.S. nuclear testing began in 1946 break the radioactive ground on Bikini Atoll in the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands to signal their desire to return home. The Marshallese say they are 
ready to start the nuclear deanup if the U.S. government will take responsibility for the safety of the 
islanders. 

____ (AFP PHOTO) 

Singapore Tiff With. Critic Sets 
OffRozv With Malaysia 


SINGAPORE — A defeated oppo- 
sition candidate fighting multimil- 
lion dollar lawsuits by Singapore’s 
top leaders Wednesday said he 
might seek asylum overseas as a 
diplomatic row flared over his 
presence in Malaysia. 

Lawyer Tang Liang Hong told 
AFP by telephone from fee Malay- 
sian city of Johor Bahru that "I do 
not rule out such an option," but 
stressed that "I have not sought 
any political asylum up to this mo- 
ment." 

"I cannot rule out this possibil- 
ity in view of the very heated re- 
lationship between me and fee 
Singapore government," he said 
without naming possible asylum 
countries. 

The High Court on Monday 
ruled in favor of Prime Minister 
Gob Chok Tong, former Prime 
Munster Lee Kuan Yew and nine 
other leaders of fee ruling People's 
Action Party (PAP) who filed 
defamation cases against Tang. 

The leaders earlier gained an 
international injunction freezing 
all assets of Tang and his wife up 
to 11.2 million Singapore dollars 
(U.S. $8 million) in order to cover 
whatever damages they would 
seek. 

Tang, who reportedly owns 
property in Malaysia, is preparing 
an appeal against the High Court 
decision. 

Tang's presence in southern 
Malaysia’s Johore state, just 


across a causeway from Singa- 
pore, triggered a diplomatic row 
when Malaysia demanded an apol- 
ogy and retraction from Lee over 
remarks he made about Johore. 

The outspoken former prime 
minister who led Singapore’s 
breakup with the Malaysian Fed- 
eration in 1965 had questioned 
Tang’s decision to flee to Johore, 
portraying it as a crime-ridden 
state. 

Tang fled to Johore right after 
narrowly losing a bid to enter Par- 
liament under the opposition 
Workers* Party banner in last 
January’s general elections, say- 
ing he and his family had received 
death threats. 

Lee, 73, in an affidavit filed 
with a court as part of his lawsuits 
against Tang, said: "That place is 
notorious for shootings, muggings 
and carjackings. It did not make 
any sense for a person who claims 
to be fearful for his life to go to a 
place like Johore. * 

In Kuala Lumpur, Malaysian 
Foreign Minister Abdullah 
Badawi told reporters that a regu- 
lar cabinet meeting Wednesday 
discussed Lee's remarks, and min- 
isters demanded that Lee retract 
his statement immediately. 

"All the cabinet members are 
offended. They are shocked and 
baffled at his derogatory statement 
as his view reflects a sentiment 
that is hostile, and an utter lack of 
concern and sensitivity for tbe 
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ISLAMABAD — The ruling Paki- 
stan Muslim League (PML) of 
Premier Nawaz Sharif Wednesday 
boosted its massive parliamentary 
strength by gaining a comfortable 
majority in fee Senate, Upper 
House. 

The PML audits allies emerged 
clear winners as provincial depu- 
ties forming fee electoral college 
for the Senate voted to fill 46 seats 
vacated in the 86-member House 
by retiring senators. 

Sharif’s party already com- 
mands a two-third majority in fee 
directly elected 217-member Na- 
tional Assembly after having won 
a landslide victory in fee February 


3 elections which followed the dis- 
missal of Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto in November. 

Fifteen Senate can d idates were 
elected unopposed, including 10 
from Punjab who all belong to 
Sharif s party, which now com- 
mands a sizable majority in fee 
Senate wife fee support of its al- 
lies, unofficial results showed. 

Asif Ali Zardari, the jailed hus- 
band of Bhutto, won a seat in the 
Senate from fee couple’s southern 
home Province of Sindh. 

Another two seats from Kara- 
chi were secured by members of 
Bhutto’s Pakistan People’s Party. 

The ethnic Mohajir Qaumi 


Movement, an ally of Sharifs 
party, claimed three seats with fee 
PML getting an equal number 
from Karachi. 

In the northwest frontier prov- 
ince, fee Awami National Party, a 
partner of fee PML, got four seats 
while Sharifs party secured five 
seats. 

The Jarahoori Watan Party, the 
Baluchistan National Party and the 
PML secured, two seats each from 
southwestern Baluchistan Prov- 
ince. 

The remaining seats contested 
in the elections went to fringe 
groups and independent candi- 
dates. (AFP) 


goodwill between Malaysia and 
Singapore,” Abdullah said. 

Lee was also denounced by Ma- 
laysia's opposition Democratic 
Action Party and fee youth wing 
of Malaysia’s Umno Parly, which 
heads tbe ruling National Front. 

The Umno said Lee had 
dragged Malaysia into his coun- 
try's internal politics, calling his 
remarks "nonsensical, " Bernama 
news agency said. 

In a news conference in Johore 
on Tuesday, Tang said he would 
heed calls to return to Singapore 
only if Prime Minister Goh gave a 
written assurance that he would 
not be arrested. 

Tang, 63, earlier expressed 
fears feat he might be arrested 
under Singapore’s internal secu- 
rity act, which allows for deten- 
tion without trial, or for contempt 
of courL 

Tang’s wife, named a codefen- 
dant in fee lawsuits, has been un- 
able to leave Singapore because 
fee authorities seized her passport 
after her husband fled. (AFP) 

Sri Lanka 
Tightens Gun 
Laws 

COLOMBO — Sri Lanka 
Wednesday announced a further 
tightening of its already tough gun 
control laws, making the posses- 
sion of illegal firearms a nonbail - 
able offense. 

Justice Minister G. L. Peiris 
said fee government will intro- 
duce, within 10 days, regulations 
under fee tough emergency laws to 
ensure feat offenders be given a 
minimum of seven years in jaiL 

Already, gun offenses carry the 
ieafe penalty but judges can use 
their discretion to reduce sen- 
tences. 

"It is unusual for us to specify 
a minimum sentence, " Peiris told 
reporters here. "But all political 
parties and society want us to im- 
pose tough penalties to rapidly 
bring the situation under control. " 

An amnesty for those surren- 
dering illegal firearms is due to 
expire on Saturday. 

Despite the amnesty, police 
have stepped up their crackdown 
in a bid to minimize political vio- 
lence ahead of March 21 local 
council elections. (AFP) 
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J%xe Jails on 62,000 ZRats in Z Rural r Uetnam 

HANOI— A provincial official in northern Vietnam said on 
Saturday that local villagers near Hanoi had handed in 62, 629 
rat tails following a cashfor-rodent campaign. 

He said 100 dong (less than one cent) had been paid for each 
rat or mouse taU pro duced. 

It was quite successful. We burnt the tails in a large pit. No 

people got hurt but a few chickens and dogs died, he told 
Reuters. 

Communalpurgesonratsandmice, which eat staple crops 
such as rice and sweet potatoes, are common in Vietnam. 

(Rtrtcteri 
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Zairean Rebels Aim to 
Take Kisangani Within Days 
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K1NDU, Zaire (March 11): Leader of the Zairean guerrillas who have seized vast swathes of eastern 
territories, Laurent-Desire Kabila, speaks at a rally in Kindu, which was taken by the rebels two weeks 
ago. Kabila ruled out a cease-fire before negotiations with the Kinshasa government. Kabila returned 


March 12 to his headquarters at Goma. 


GOMA, Zaire — Zairean rebel 
leader Laurent-Desire Kabila on 
Friday said his anti-government 
forces will capture Kisangani, the 
last military stronghold in the 
east, within days. 

Kinshasa’s army has vowed 
that Zaire's third largest town 
will not fall, but Kabila stated that 
die rebel noose was tightening 
and that his men were under 43 
kilometers (fewer than 30 miles) 
from Kisangani. 

The rebels claimed to have cut 
access roads to Kisangani, which 
is also a base for attempts to pro- 


vide relief for scores of thousands 
of Rwandan refugees and dis- 
placed Zaireans. 

“We fought back (the regular 
army) on the road from Kisangani 
to Lubutu (240 kilometers — 150 
miles to the southeast). They 
came and we dispersed them. 

They left bodies and weapons. 
We are winning all the fighting," 
Kabila said in the rebel headquar- 
ter’s town Goma. 

He denied a Zairean army re- 
port that dozens of rebels, includ- 
ing two officers , bad been killed. 


(AFP PHOTO) 
accusing the military of fairing 
their desires for reality. 

Meanwhile, each side traded 
charges of mercenary involve- 
ment in tiie fighting. The g ene ral 
staff in Kinshasa said rebels Had 
been supported by an armoured 
column of Angolan government 
troops who invaded from neigh- 
bouring Uganda. 

A military statement said two 
Angolan officers had been killed 
and that Zairean troops had found 
campaign papers on one of their 
bodies. (AFP) 


Clinton to Attend 
U.S.-Rnssia Summit 

WEST PALM BEACH, Florida 
— U.S. President Bill Clinton 
tore a tendon in Ms knee early 
Friday after stumbling on stairs at 
the home of golf pro Greg 
Norman. He was supposed to 
undergo surgery to repair the 
damage, his doctors said. 

The damage to hi« right 
was described as substantial. 

dmtrwi was admitted at Be- 
thesda Naval Hospital around 12 
p.xiL (1700 gmt) and the surgery 
was to be performed later in the 
afternoon, his doctors said. 

Clinton tore Ms quadriceps 
tendon, which connects the upper 
thigh to the kneecap. He did not 
fan 

The president suffered a SO 
percent tear ofhis tendon, reqiar- 
ing surgery to repair. 

Clinton said later that he will 
go to Helsinki to meet with Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin on 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

MPL 


Jndian Student IKHIed JAfter Sxam SSiot 

NEW DELHI — One person was killed and twelve btp ued iu 
central India Wednesday when pohec opened firs on students 
who rioted after being accused of cheating during an exam, 
the United News of India (UNI) said. 

Police officials in ' the town ofTSka mgark in the state ef 
Madhya Pradesh stud the trouble brake out when students 
were caught cheating during their annual exams. 

The students argued that the vi ol ence was mused not by 
cheating but because of a late change <jf venae for the exam. 
They responded to the change By pelting stones at school 

authorities and opening fire on police 


Prosecutors Mie Alfeptioiis of 
byS. Korean President’s Sob 


SEOUL — South Korean 
prosecutors on Friday launched a 
fresh investigation into 
allegations that Kim Hyun-Oml, 
the second son of President Kim 
Yormg-Sam, was involved in 
wrongdoing, officials said. 

“We are checking widely 
whether there is anything that 
might constitute a crime in suspi- 
cions that have been raised so 
for,” senior prosecutor Choi 
Byung-Guk told journalists. 

“If anything new comes out, 
we’H do everything to get to the 
bottom of it,*’ fellow senior 
prosecutor Choi Myung-Sun 
said. 

fit a parallel move auditors 
plan to reopen the explosive 
kmns-for-kickbacks scandal in- 
volving the Hanbo Business 
Group and ruling party figures 
amid mounting allegations of 
cover-up, Yonhap news agency 
said. 


N. Irish Police Probe Blast in 
Catholic Belfast 


BELFAST — Northern Irish 
police said on Thursday they 
were investigating an explosion 
in a Catholic area of east Belfast. 

Security sources said an ambu- 
lance had been sent to the scene 
and there might have been inju- 
ries. A British security forces pa- 
trol was in the area at the time. 

The sources said the incident 
might have been an attack by Irish 


Sri Lanka Radio Says More Than 
100 Rebels Killed in Attacks 





COLOMBO, So. Lanka — Aday 
after government warplanes, 
warships and field guns 
bombarded Tamil Tiger positions 
in northeastern Sri Tanka, state 
radio Friday put the guerrilla 
death toll at more than 100. 

A flotilla of naval gunboats 
shelled coastal bases of the re- 
bels* naval wing near MuOaittivn 
town Thursday, helped by artil- 
lery from the nearby WeH-Oya 
military base and jets from the 
capital, the military said. 

The Sri Lanka Broadcasting 
Corp- quoted . unidentified de- 
fense sources as saying rebel ra- 
dio intercepts indicated ram than 
100 rebels were killed in the 
three-hour attack cm “identified 


A military spokesman in 
Colombo, Major D. Ranawalca, 
said military intelligence had yet 
to pick up rebel transmission on 
the attack. 

Civilians in the northern Va- 
vuoiya town who heard the Clan- 
destine radio station said it 
reported that one fisherman was 
killed and several others were in- 
jured in' til e attacks, ft also re- 
ported (hat a church was damaged 
and several huts were burnt. 

It was not possible to get inde- 
pendent confirmation sinc e the 
government has banned journal- 
ists from visiting the war region 


and communication links have 
been down for several years. 

The attack 'was aimed at de- 
stroying a major rebel base in the 
jungles of MuHaxttivu, 250 kilo- 
meters (155 nrik») northeast of 
Colombo. In July, the rebels 
overran a nearby military base on 
tiie coast of Mullaittivu, wiping 
out its 1 ,200 defenders in. the big- 
gest battle of the 14-year war. 

(AFP) 

Blast Kills Six in 
India’s Punjab 

JALANDHAR, India — Six 
people were killed and 11 injured 
Friday when a powerful bomb 
exploded near a railway statics in 
the northern Indian city, police 
and witnesses here said. 

The police said three rickshaw 
drivers, a policeman and two 
train passengers were killed out- 
sfcfe tiie city railway station. No 
one has claimed responsibility. 

The policeman was directing 
traffic outside the crowded city 
station when he was hit by shrap- 
nel and died instantly, witnesses 

The police said four of die 11 
injured were hospitalized in criti- 
cal condition, most with shrapnel 
wounds. (AFP) 


Ml'- 


Republican Army guerrillas 
fighting to end British rule. 

ABrwe know is a patrol was in 
tiie area and an explosion oc- 
curred. An ambulance has been 
sait to the scene, ft lodes as 
though there are injuries but we 
don’t know how many or how 
serious, one security source said. 

The blast happened in (he 
short strand district, a Catholic 
enclave in the largely pro-British 
protestant east of die city. 

Earlier on Thursday a British 
soldier was hurt when suspected 
IRA guerrillas threw a grenade at 
an armored vehicle in north Bel- 
fast. (Renter) 


Yonhap quoted aJagh-iaukuig 
official of the ruling New Korea 
Party (NLP) as saying a special 
audit would be carried out by 
either the office of basic supervi- 
sion or file office of and 
inspection. 

Television reports said the; — 
prosecutors were set to summon 
a close aide to the presdeot’s sen 1 
for questioning: 

The aide, who operates a trad- 
ing company, is suspected of ha v- 
ing bought a large package of real 
- estate with dubious fluids afters 
Kim Young-Barn became presi- 
dent in early 1993. (AFP) 

Li Peng: N.Koren 
Defector Crisis 
Close to 
Resolution 

BELONG — The locg-ruanmg 
issue of a top-ranking North 
Korean defector holed up in the 
South Korean mission in Beijing 
is close to resolution, Premier Li 
Feng said Friday. 

“The conditions are nearly ripe to 
solve this issue,” Li told 
reporters. 

Hwang Jang-Yop, 74 — tiie 
most senior North Korean ever to 
flee foe country — has been 
holed up in the South Koread 
Consulate h nfldrng here for 

a month since he defected on 
February 12. 

Li stressed that (he interests of' 
all parties involved in fee issue 
had to be taken into consideration 
before an acceptable solution 
cradd be found. (AFP) 





Jordanian Attacker 
Mentally III 


AMMAN— The Jordanian soldier 
accused of killing seven Israeli 
schoolgirls in a shooting rampage 
is mentally ill and has no political 
affiliation, Ms family said Friday. 

The mother of 30-year-old Ah- 
mad Mnssa Mustapha Dakamseh 
said her son had been "receiving 
psychiatric treatment for two 
years." 

Oran Qassem appealed for 
"clemency from King Hussein" 
because her son "is sick and did 
not know what he was doing," 
when he opened fire Thursday on 
tiie teenage girls visiting a bender 
tourist site. 

Seven Israeli girls were fallal 
and five others wounded, inr fad- 


ing a teacher, when D a k a mse h re- 
portedly opened fixe without 
wanting as about 80, 12 red 13 
years old girls visited a spot 
known as "peace island." 

Dakamseh was grabbed by 
other Jordanian orittifera,. but some 
Israeli witnesses said fee troops 
stood by witiKHdreactixig until (fe 
attacker ran out ofbuQete. 

Dakamseh was an army driver 
who bad to grab a rifle from re- 
other soldier to cany out fee at- 
tack, reports in Israel said. . . 

Qassem. added that "all ntj 
son’s medical reports audmofic*- 
turn were seized by the ntiEtey 
per s o nn el investigating fee dr 
tack." ft B) 


UNITED NATIONS, United Stales (March 12): Dr. M. Nasser 
AJ-Kkiwa, United Nations Palestinian representative, addresses 
the UN General Assembly on the situation in the Middle East 
involving Israel's decision to build new settlements in fed Bait- 
ut-Moqaddas. Frustated by a U.S. veto in the Security Council 
March 7, Palestinians and their Arab allies have turned to the 
General Assembly to apply international pressure on IsraeL 
(AFP PHOTO) 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN —With the outbreak of 
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m September 1980, the Iraqi re- 
gime in pursuance of the notorious 
doctrine of “ends justifies means” 
considered the employment of any 
means legitimate, even if it is of 
the most cruel and disastrous na- 
ture, to achieve its end The Iraqi 
regime began its aggression in an 
attempt to get itself out of the 
impasse it had been entangled in as 
the result of consecutive defeats it 
had suffered and in a bid to achieve: 
the goals it pursued in invading 


«*• 


Iran. 



To accomplish its objectives. 



the Iraqi regime in ccBtfrevention 



to the 



1925 Geneva Convention 



waged a chemical warfare against 

<r 


the Islamic Republic of Iran in 


■* ?. 

southern fronts in the summer of 



1982, using tear gas and toxic 

** 
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weapons. In 1984, ihe Iraqi re- 
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giroe, for the first time in the his- 
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tory of chemical warfare, 



employed nerve gas against the 

*4 -■ — 


Iranian soldiers, ft continuously 
and massively used mustard gas 
and other toxic gases in different 


ti PtojKjj 

theaters including in Majnoon is- 

fr 777 * T; 

lands, Knrdestan, Sardasht, Fav 

•WiK- J ' 

Oeiisigs 

peninsula «nd finally in Halabja, 

* * •. 

causing heavy human losses. 
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In 1986 and 1987, Islamic Re- 


CllBtls 

public of Iran inflicted crashing 

’£■£' * 

defeats on the Iraqi army, which 
had to enter into war in two fronts 

t m 

* 

against Iran and die Iraqi Kurds. 
Although Saddam Hussein had 
supported the limited autonomy of 
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the Kurds, he did not care so much 
for putting it into practice. When 
the war turned against Saddam, he 
thought of using the fifth column. 

.In the course of the war, Iraq 
had repeatedly displaced the Kurds 
and expelled thousands of the 
Barezani tribesmen, evacuating 
the villages cm joint borders with 
Iran and settling them in other 
places. By late 1987 reports reach- 
ing here indicated that Iraq had 



used chemical weapons against the 
Iraqi Kurds. In March 1988 die 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) joined die Iranian forces in 
operations to drive out the Iraqi 
forces out of Halabja. Hence, Iraq 
used chemical gases against Ha- 
labja, massacring 6,000 civilians. 
The Halabja massacre and escape 
of tens of thousands of Iraqi Kurds 
to Iran and Turkey shocked the 


world. 

A close relatives of Sad dam 
Hussein, Ali Hasan Al-Majeed, 
was commissioned to 

carry out the task and became 
Defense Minister after accomr 
plisbing the task. 

However, the use of chemical 
weapons not only had failed to 
change die course of war, but also 
infuriated the world over the inhu- 


man acts of the Iraqi regime. Con- 
sequently, the United Nations took 
certain measures, condemning use 
of chemical weapons and des- 
patched its experts to the region to 
investigate application of toxic 
gas. 

The UN Security Council is- 
sued 3 statements and one resolu- 
tion in connection with the 
application of chemical weapons 


in the Iraqi war against Iran. 

In the first statement, issued on 
March 30, 1984, although the 
UNSC confirmed employment of 
the chemical weapons, it foiled to 
name Iraq as the user of the chemi- 
cal weapons in the war against 
Iran. 

At the same time Iran an- 
nounced that die Iraqi forces have 
used chemical weapons against 


Iranian troops at least 49 times, 
from May 1, 1981 to March, 

1984, 

The Second statement of the 
council was issued on April 25, 

1985, which confirmed the use of 
chemical weapons against die Ira- 
nian troops. 

In December 1985, the then 
U.S. undersecretary of state, 
Richard Morphie, told the Con- 
gress that the application of chemi- 
cal weapons since the . first World 
War had reached its peaked during 
the Iraq-Inm war. 

Upon the report of the medical 
team, the Security Council on 
March 21, 1986 confirmed em- 
ployment of chemical weapons of 
destruction against the Ira- 
nian forces. In the statement for 
the first time the members of the 
Security Council confirmed that 
the Iraqi regime bad used toxic gas 
against the Iranian troops. 

Upon the confirmation of the 
UN medical team of the use of 
chemical weapons against the ci- 
vilian Kurds in Iraq, particularly 
in Halabja, the Security Council 
issued a resolution denouncing ap- 
plication of chemical warfare, 
callin g for exertion of strict con- 
trol over production and export of 
substances required for producing 
chemical weapons. 

However, it is clear that by 
invading Iran, the Iraqi regime 
opened two fronts against itself, 
within and without the country. 
When the two crises worsened die 
Iraqi regime tried to manage the 
crises by using chemical weapons. 

Employment of chemical weap- 
ons in Halabja itself indicated the 
helplessness of the Iraqi regime. 
The chemical attack on Halabja 
which claimed lives of 6,000 civil- 
ians will remain an stigma in the 
history of Saddam's regime. It is 
not yet clear why should not inter- 
national organizations like UN 
talce an action against such c rimes 
against humanity. 
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Whales, Salt Miners wegai Botlv Trafficking 


Share Promised Land 


on the Rise In Egypt 


GUERRERO NEGRO, Mexico 
— Halfway down Mexico's Baja 
California Peninsula, where de- 
sert and virgin coastline meet in 
a quirk of nature that draws both 
gray whales and human salt min- 
ers, one of Mexico's most heated 
environmental battles is being 
fought. 

The lagoons of this isolated 


The joint venture. Expor- 
tation De Sal Sa De CV, sells its 
product to both coasts of North 
America, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, 
New Zealand, Mexico and Co- 
lombia. It wants to replicate its 
longtime operation at Scammon's 
Lagoon at San Ignacio Lagoon, 
about 90 miles (150 km) to the 
south. 


f 9Vow it’s no longer just a political decision if a project 
of this magnitude is approved or not. Note there’s a 
scientific committee that will advise those making the 
decision. It’s something very good that has come out of 
all the polemic. ” 


outpost, large and shallow inlets 
with small mouths to the sea, 
have long been the ideal mating 
and calving grounds for the gray 
whale, calm waters in which to 
give birth and escape the arctic 
cold of the Bering Strait, where 
the whales feed during summer. 

During the late winter birthing 
season, tourists from around die 
world flock to Guerrero Negro to 
watch the friendly whales splash 
about the lagoon, launching 
themselves into the air. Some 
snuggle up to tourist boats like 
puppies, allowing themselves to 
be patted on die back. At up to 40 
feet (12 meters) long, they dwarf 
the boats, sometimes bringing 
along their young, who are about 
14 feet (4.3 meters) long at birth. 

But the lagoons here are also 
the ideal place for humans to 
mine salt, an ingredient in high 
world demand, not so much to 
sprinkle over food but for indus- 
trial uses such as making glass, 
plastic and bleach and deicing 
roads. 

The high salt content of the 
lagoon helps the whales float 
while giving birth and also makes 
salt mining better. 

World’s Largest Saltmine 

In the small town of Guerrero 
Negro, alongside Scammon's 
Lagoon, known locally as 
Laguna Ojo De Liebre, the 
world's largest salt mine churns 
out 7 million tons of salt per year 
in a joint venture between Ja- 
pan's Mitsubishi Corp and the 
Mexican government 

The company wants to expand 
operations to a second lagoon, a 
plan die Group of 100, Mexico's 
most prominent environmental 
group, calls ecocide. The com- 
pany counters that die project 
would do no harm to the whales 
and that opponents need only take 
a closer look at their proposal to 
agree. 

A special commission led by 
seven scientists from four coun- 
tries is studying the issue and will 
make recommendations next year 
to Mexico’s National Ecology In- 
stitute (INE), which can acceptor 
reject die proposal. 

“This project is interesting in 
die way it changed environmental 
policy in Mexico,'* Jose Angel 
Sanchez Pacheco, a local marine 
biologist with INE, told Reuters 
during a tour of the lagoon. 

“Now it’s no longer just a 
political decision if a project of 
this magnitude is approved or 
not,” he said. “Now there’s a 
scientific committee that will ad- 
vise those making the decision. 
It's something very good that has 
come out of all the polemic." 


Environmentalists loathe the 
proposal. To them the gray whale 
is a quintessential success story, 
having been removed from die 
endangered species list in 1994 
after the world whaling ban al- 
lowed its population to grow to 
about 25,000 today from just a 
few hundred in die 1940s. 

Brigitte Bardot Backs 
Whales, Not Salt 

Brigitte Bardot has spoken out 
against the salt project and more 
than 60 international environ- 
mental groups came to the aid of 


build something like this you 
can’t go back." 

But supporters of die project 
say the opponents protest out of 
ignorance, unaware that the pro- 
posal would not hurt Ihe whales 
at all. “They’re poets," said 
Javier Lopez, the mayor of Guer- 
rero Negro and a champion of the 
salt-mine expansion. 

Non-sciendfic backers of the 
salt mine expansion say that 
based on 40 years of lay observa- 
tion they already know there 
would be no negative impact. 
“We’ve operated 40 years here 
exporting salt, and in 40 years die 
number of whales has doubled," 
company official Joaquin Ardura 
told Reuters. "With each day 
more whales enter this lagoon. 
We haven’t seen that our opera- 
tion affects them." 

Ocean-based salt mining is a 
relatively simple process of 
drawing water from the lagoon, 
trapping it in huge natural basins 
separated by manmade dikes and 
letting the sun and wind do the 
rest, evaporating the water until, 
after two years, all that is left is 
salt. Scarce rainfall here helps. 

The proposed project would 
draw 600 million tons of sea 
water from San Ignacio Lagoon 


Dozens of corpses and hundreds of limbs disappear each 
month from Cairo cemeteries and most of them end up 
in the inexperienced hands of the city’s numerous 
medical students. 


The proposed project would draw 600 million tons of sea 
water from San Ignacio Lagoon per year, which some 
fear could change the temperature or salinity of lagoon 
water. Additional ship traffic could interfere with whale 
migration patterns. 


the Group of 100, which raised 
enough money to buy a full-page 
advertisement of protest in the 
New York Times. 

"This is the most pristine of 
the three nurseries,” Betty Fer- 
ber, the international coordinator 
of the Group of 100. said of San 
Ignacio Lagoon. "Once you 


per year, which some fear could 
change the temperature or salin- 
ity of lagoon water. Additional 
ship traffic could interfere with 
whale migration patterns. 

But until the study is done, 
expected about a year and a half 
from now, it is all speculation, 
experts said. 


CAIRO — Illegal trafficking in 
dead bodies is thriving in Egypt 
on the back of booming demand 
for corpses fuelled by growing 
numbers of medical students and 
the drug trade's latest fad. 

Dozens of corpses and hun- 
dreds of limbs disappear each 
month from Cairo cemeteries and 
most of them end up in the inex- 
perienced hands of the city's nu- 
merous medical students, a 
police spokesman said. 

Said Sabeth, a professor of 
gynecology at Cairo University, 
said demand for corpses by medi- 
cal students had spiralled since 
last year when two new private 
universities opened in Egypt. 

“There is 8 growing number 
of medical students and a very 
limited number of corpses is al- 
located to them. The shortage 
became more obvious when two 
private universities opened," Sa- 
beth said. 

Schools of medicine usually 
obtain free of charge the corpses 
of people who die in road acci- 
dents, public hospitals or state 
prisons and have no known next 
of kin, Sabeth said, adding that 
bodies can be used for up to two 
years after being treated. 

Cairo Prosecutor Zakareya 
Abdel Aziz has called for in- 
creased penalties against those 
convicted of desecrating tombs 
— a crime which carries a three- 
year prison sentence, the govern- 
ment daily A l- Ah ram reported. 

Abdel Aziz also urged the 
authorities to deploy more po- 
licemen outside Cairo's numer- 
ous cemeteries. 

But Amin Tantawi, director of 


Delighted Mother Teresa Makes Way After 47 Years 


CALCUTTA — A delighted 
Mother Teresa was replaced as 
head of the Missionaries of 
Charity here Thursday after 
almost half a century to allow an 
Indian mm to take charge, the 
order said. 

The 86-year-old Nobel Peace 
laureate, suffering from life- 
threatening heart problems since 
August, stood down to make way 
for Sister Nirmala, a Hindu con- 
vert who was elected after almost 
two months of deliberations. 

Mother Teresa, who has been 
suffering from health problems, 
and her successor held a sponta- 
neous press conference at the 
Mother House headquarters here 
after the elections. 

Mother Teresa, speaking in a 
soft voice, said: "You must pray 
for us that we may continue 
God’s work with great love and 
God bless all of us." 

Sister Nirmala added: “We 
thank God that we have mother 
by our side and we hope to con- 
tinue the work of God as He 
wills.” 

A brief statement from the 
Missionaries of Charity, mean- 
while, confirmed that Mother 
Teresa would continue to play a 
key role, adding: “Mother re- 
mains as mother and the foun- 
dress. Sister Nirmala is the new 
superior general.” 

Calcutta Archbishop Henry 


d’Souza responded: “It is a per- 
fect choice considering it was al- 
most unanimous. Mother Teresa 
rang me up and she sounded very 
happy at the outcome." 

Mother Teresa set up the or- 
der in 1950 to help the poor and 
desti t u t e in (he shuns of Calcutta 
before setting up homes world- 
wide. 

Sister Nirmala, 63, was the 
only Indian on the shortlist of 
candidates to take over as supe- 
rior general. She has been in 
charge of the order’s contempla- 
tive wing since 1979. 

Bora in Ranchi in the State of 
Bihar of a military family with a 
Nepalese background , die is very 
close to Mother Teresa. 

“Mother Teresa will be de- 
lighted, thrilled. She has been 
wanting to stand down since 
1990," said Sunita Kumar, who 
has been a close associate of the 
Albanian-born nun for almost 30 
years. 

“I am not surprised over the 
result. It is what we all wanted. 
Sister Nirmala is very soft talk- 
ing, a lovely person blit also very 
tough. She has worked very 
closely with Mother Teresa. 

“She is extremely sensitive 
and soft-spoken but she’s very 
tough and very strong.” 

Four counsellor generals — 
Sisters Frederick, Priscilla, Lysa 
and Martin Depones — were 


elected, to help run the order. 

Mother Teresa and Sister Nir- 
mala were also due to appear at a 
press conference together Fri- 
day. 

Kumar downplayed fears that 
the older, which accepts dona- 
tions but is not allowed to fun- 
draise, would lose its worldwide ’ 
appeal after the departure of 
Mother Teresa. 

She said the new head would 
prove her worth, saying: “She is 
very holy and has an aura. She’s 
certainly got charisma and is a 
special personality. You would 
know what I mean if you met 
her." 

More than 120 mms making 
up fee order’s electoral college 
convened here on January 16 
from all over the world for 
prayers and discussions before 
voting. 

The result of the poll was doe 
out on February 2, but was later 
put back since many of the nuns 
-said they did not know die lead- 
ing candidates well enough. 

Mother Teresa won the Nobel 
prize in 1979 for her missionary 
work. She first asked to stand 
down in 1990 after being fitted 
with a heart pacemaker but was 
voted back in unanimously. Fol- 
lowing heart surgery, she HaH to 
be persuaded by the pope to carry 
on in 1994. 

fAJPf) 


the Gynecology Department at 
die Faculty of Medicine in the 
northern city of Tanta, said 
Suffer penalties would not solve 
the problem. 

"Egyptian universities simply 
don't have the means to buy man- 
nequins for their medical stu- 
dents like they do in fee West so 
fee students are literally forced to 
get their hands on freshly-buried 
corpses to do their work," he 
said. 

“When I was a student in the 
60s, we worked in groups of 
eight on a corpse, nowadays 100 
students must content themselves 
with watching their professor 


which they believe has the same 
texture," said a police officer, 
who asked to remain anonymous. 

“They believe that skull pow- 
der has a similar property to nar- 
cotics and many users seem to 
have a p r eferen ce for die hcrom- 
akuU powder mix," be added. 

Tantawi dismissed this as 
“pure commercial fraud” and 
pressed feat the skull has no fcal- 
hariaogeuic properties. 

Police meanwhile blame 
gravediggers for keeping the 
corpse traffic ahve. 

But the doyen of Cairo’s 
gravediggers, fee elderly Mo- 
hamad Seneibar. stressed hk 500 
coHeagnesiu he city were inno- 
cent and bbuacd fee crime on 
“■pecaalfaed gangs." 

“True we live in the cemeter- 
ies but oor task here is to bmy fee 
dead not protect them,” said 
Seneibar, who along with four 


ee Thty cut off the top part of the skull... and reduce it to 
powder so as to mix it into the heroin which they believe 
has the same texture. 93 


carry out an autopsy on a 
corpse,” Tantawi added. 

Police said some doctors are 
involved in the corpse trafficking 
business and that 17 bodies pre- 
served in formed tubs were re- 
cently discovered at the home of 
a Cairo physician who used them 
for private lessens. 

Drug dealers are also being 
linked with the rise in body- 
snatching. 

Police sources said some deal- 
ers grind down part of the human 
skull and mix the powder wife 
heroin to cut the drug. 

“They cut off fee top part of 
the skull ... and reduce it to pow- 
der so as to mix it into fee heroin 


other members of ins badly is 
responsible for 1,000 graves at 
fee Bab al-Wazir Cemetery in 
eastern Cairo. 

“Specialized gangs of thieves 
follow funeral pr oce ssi ons to see 
where fee dead are buried and 
then they go bade there to dig 
them up” and sell fee corpses, he 
raid. 

Meanwhile, increased de- 
mand has led to higher prices. 

A dentist, who asked to re- 
main anonymous, said feat when 
he began his studies several years 
ago be paid 300 pounds ($90) for 
an arm and a skull, while a whole 
body now sells for 3000 pounds 
($900). (AFT) 



BRUSSELS — inmates o t Bel- 
gium’s Arlan Prison said they 
were refusing to shar e facilities 
wife two of fee country’s most 
notorious paedophiles, Marc Du- 
troux and Patrick Derochette, 
who are awaiting trial. 

“We are refusing to co-habit 
wife this type of criminal,” rep- 
resentatives of fee inmates said in 
a statement to fee Belga news 
agency. 

The prisoners expressed their 
“solidarity” with the families of 
Belgium’s missing children, par- 
ticularly that of Loubna 
Benaissa, die mne-year-old Mo- 
roccan girl whose body was dis- 
covered earlier this month in 
Derochette ’8 Brussels service- 
station workplace, five years af- 
ter her disappearance in 1992. 

They also demanded that pro- 
gress be made by a clean justice 


and untainted magistrate on fee 
errors in the police inquiry fol- 
lowing Loubna' s disappearance. 

The inmates in the prison, 
near Neufchateau in southern 
Belgium, are said to be con- 
cerned about being confused in 
the public and judicial mind wife 
child murderers and paedophiles, 
and called for dedicated prisons 
for such offenders. 

Dutroux, held on charges of 
kidnapping and raping six chil- 
dren betwe e n June 1995 and Au- 
gust 1996 — four of whom were 
found dead — has been impris- 
oned in Arion since August last 
year. 

Derochette, who was arrested 
after the discovery of JLoubna’s 
body au March S, is being held 
on s imilar charges. 
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What you see and hear depends a 
good deal on where you are stand- 
ing. it also depends on what son 
of person you are. 


C.S Lews 


Study: Strokes 
link ed tn 

Alzheimer’s Disease 

WASHINGTON — Moderate 
strokes can produce or heighten 
the symptoms of alzhenner’s dis- 
ease, a study published in tbeJour- 
rtal of the American .Medical 
Society says. 

The study shows that after 
moderate strokes m certain areas 
of the brain, symptoms of alzhe- 
imer’s begin to appear. Strokes axe 
a common occurrence among 
older people which impedes their 
mental faculties. 

The study at die University of 
Kentucky’s center lor gerontologi- 
cal studies raises the hope that 
treatments for strokes and other 
cerebrovascular disorders could 
help some people with alzhe- 
imer’s. 

The study led by Dr. David 
Snowdon was based on ra evalu- 
ation of die cognitive abilities of 
102 catholic nuns between 76 and 
100 years old followed by post- 
mortem examinations to look for 
the protein plaques associated with 
alzheimer’s. 

At autopsy, foe brains of 61 
women revealed these sympt o ms , 
and those who had foe most ad- 
vanced senile dementia when alive 
had also been stroke victims. 

“This study provides some 
hope that treatments and preven- 
tion strategies currently used for 
stroke and other cerebrovascular 
disease, such as atherosclerosis, 
may prove helpful in treating some 
people with alzbeimer’s disease,” 
said Dr. Zaven Khachatmian, di- 



Exercise is an important key to wellness. 

EAUHOUB 


PRAYER 


A ragutar exarctse program wffl 
hdp keep your weigM down, it wfl 
reduce stress and tension and 
hetp you er*cy Ufa without the us© 
ol cigarettes, ateohoi, or drugs. 


ft vU atao strengthen your heart, 
muscles, and bones, increase your 
energy tewd. and hdp you sleep sandy. 



If you're not used to axaretae, 

its easier to start wflh a 
supervised program. Many 
companies havo mem. ty you ■ 
can try he YMGA or a teeth ckix 


Here’s how to get the greatest 
benefits and ttie fewest strains 
tram exercise 


Consult a doctor 
before starting. 


• Warni up before each session. 



Yoa don't have to be an 
■Meta to eNBrtite. WaMng is 
one of the best exercises you 
can do— end you can walk anywhere, vwttxxl 
special equipment. Many enjoy social sports such 
as tennis, basketbafl, or racquetbaJL Or you could 
try more sottay exercise flee aiming, swimming, 
aerobic dance, cafistherics, bicycle rkfing, or 
weight Bring. 


The Important thing 
Is to pick something 
you enjoy, and do tt 
regularly. 



Bund up exercise tine 
sbwfytoatleast20 
minutes per session, 

3 to 5 times a week. 



Nbon 

12:13 

..18:32 


05:41 

Sunrise (tomorrow 

06:13 




Don’t overdo It. You should be 
able to Myow unused muscles, 
but not be In pari and agony. 


Cool down with atrelches or less 
exerting exerdse at the end of 
each session. 


rector of the alzheiiner’s associa- 
tion’s Ronald and Nancy Reagan 
Research Institute. 

Alzheimer’s, a disease that 
erases foe brain cells to die and 
victims to lose their mental facul- 
ties, affects an estimated 10 per 
cent of people over 65 and almost 
half of those over 85 in the United 
States. 

Four million Americans suffer 
from foe disease and 100,000 die 
from it every year. 

(AFP) 


l^tftraenWoGetEpi 




G2 fl Ri 1 1 Ai 1(1 Maifl Si 


BRAND 

Iwnartt mow) 

1 by JW. Spoor ASmPLC 


SCRABBLE® is a iwMwd utdaniik ovmod in tfwJJLSA by Hasbro. Inc., m Canada by Hasbro 
kitamaVoraU. Inc and MMws I * “ ~ 


□□□□□□□ 

Fv-1 IpH f&l foTI f&l IrTI [rTI 


□□□□□□□ 

I Ai | jm| | Pa | s7| |Ca[ [Ma| | Si | gnd i-«ter 

□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□ 

0000000 

PAR SCORE 75-85 

by JUDD 


RACK 1 
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RACK 4 
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CHICAGO — Babies bom to 
mothers who received an epidural 
to ease labor pains were three 
times as likely to be subjected to 
discomforting tests for infection 
after birth, researchers said 
recently. 

Newborns of mothers who 
chose to receive the pain-killing 
sriot were no more likely to actu- 
ally have the infection than other 
babies, the study found. But 
epidurals have been linked to ma- 
ternal fevers during labor, a pos- 
sible sign of infection, and that led 
doctors to order tests on foe babies 


EXACTLY 
HOW RICH 
FS YOUR 
PR I END 

KOLLO ? 


anyway. 

In the study of 1,657 births at 
Boston’s Brigham and women's 
hospitals, 34 percent of babies 
born to mothers who got foe 
epidural needed an evaluation for 
potentially dangerous sepsis, com- 
pared to 10 percent of the babies 
bom to mothers who did not have 
the foot. 

Actual infections were rare in 
both groups. But more than 14 
percent of foe women who re- 
ceived the pain-killing shot devel- 
oped a temperature of more than 
100. 4 degrees (38 Celsius), 


against only 1 percent who devel- 
oped fevers among those who did 
not get the foot 

Newborns whose mothers re- 
ceived epidurals also were 10 
times more likely to be treated 
with antibiotics because doctors 
were concerned about infection. 

No studies have been done to 
show the effect on the foetus of 
elevated maternal temperature, 
study coauthor Ellice Liebennan 
of Harvard Medical School wrote 
in foe article that appeared in foe 
Journal Pediatrics. 



1962 - U.S. military training 
personnel in South Vietnam ex- 
change fire with communist guer- 
illa forces. 

1969 - Fighting breaks out et- 
ween Soviet and Chinese forces 
along border of those two nations. 

1973 - U.S. and Soviet envoys 
begin fourth round of SALT fcalk« 
in Vienna, Austria, on limiting 
arms. 

1989 - Soviet Union’s President 

Mikhail S. Gorbachev calls for 

rapid measures to ease chronic So- 
viet food shortages. 

1990 - Iraq executes London- 
based newspaper reporter after a 
closed-trial conviction for spying. 

1991 - Serbigan President Bor- 
isav Jovic resigns after foe collec- 
tive presidency fails to declare a 
nationwide state of emergency. 

1992 - A second earthquake 
strikes eastern Turkey-800 be- 
lieved dead. 

1993 - Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin offers after meeting 
with President Clinton to surren- 
der part of foe Golan Heights to 
Syria. 

1994 - Inmates seized a Roman 
Catholic cardinal, two bishops and 
15 other people in a prison upris- 
ing in northeastern Brazil. 

THE GOOD NEWS 

A hormone derived from the 
urine of pregnant women may lead 
to promising new treatment for 
Kaposi's Sarcoma, a type of skin 
cancer (hat often strikes people 
with AIDS. In a small clinical 
trial, injections with foe com- 
pound completely cleared foe le- 
sions in 10 of 12 patients. 
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THE ULTIMATE IN HEAL ESTATE 
#31, MODARRES & AFRICA 
JUNCTION 
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Housug 

Asen<y 


Another Sleptnlieller Sen ires 


(&x/Qeblnum) 


1 200 sq.m land. 1 500 sq.m renovated built area, nice and big 
reception. 3 bedrs phis 2 office rooms, 5 f/te places, ceramic & 
parquet floor. luxury fomished, out door s/p. sauna. 5 baths, nice 
basement with 5 rooms, very quiet ,in\i. rr.ison.ihlr price. 


. — •-// 



2-bedr apartment , 
brand new, fresh air 
and mountain 
landscape, furnished or 
unfurnished. 


real estate 


Sales S£ Rentals 

Residential & Commercial Property 


We don't 
waste 
your time. 

MTU OUR EXPERIENCE 
IN HEAL ESTATE, M 
WIU BE SURE JO END 
THE BEST. 


The 850 Housing Agency 
8 74 74 74 - 650 850 


Cash & by installments 

1125557-112555.? 


Yflp VIEW 

HOUSING AGENCY 

NOBODY DOES IT BETTER 
. THAN. 

# 48, Hoilosadra Ave., Van* Sq. 
Tel: 8783441-4 <« lines) 



BaKyeft,Chai 
4 bedrs , sauna, 
Jacuzzi, indoor 
l s/ P- j 


Bfc- C haafa ad e h, Licensed Heal Estate Brofcer 


q 6P 


OMPUTe^s 
TRAINING 

IN THREE WEEKS 
FUR ALL LEVELS AND 
COURSES W ENGUSH 
BY UNIVERSITY 



■ - r * " 'j. ' 'J- J • : •* :•=' j ‘i J -.} ~ v '■■•xo uTrj 

^ XAX jj. r v;: ;A 

wo | Brand new, 100 $q.m, furnished. 

’ I 2 E 5852 S = 233^285 

DDj (From 3 P.lVi. to 7 P.M.) 


XEED ALUHPIXUItf, COPPER & BRASS 
SCRAP OR [X COTS' FOR EXPORT. 

PLS. CONTACT HAJI ABDULGHAFOOR 

329023G-2-2-3 
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Bwnit meets high percent- 
age of its domestic needs 
fhroogh importing goods. Since tf> e 
[nearest ports to Kuwait are Khnr- 
ntmshahr, Abadan and Ha ^i 
Imam and oc tbe o ther hwwH there 
are some factors such, as die ship- 
ping Hue- (passenger transporta- 
tion) between Kuwait and 
Khorramshahr, the existence of 
Iranian in particular Khnzestani 
bu sinessTnfto, cnlfnral «nd ... Joint 
and frequent trade ties 
between tbe Islamic Republic of 
bean and Kuwait, tbe importance of 
exports of the I.R. of Iran’s goods 
to Kuwait enjoying a special place 

becomes more clear so that accord- 
ing to studies and surveys, Tran 
with '52 percent exports in 1992 
ranked 32 among the countries 
which, exported goods to Kuwait 
white this figure reached 72 per- 
cent in 1993 and 131 percent in 
1994 bringing about for Islamic 
Republic of Iran the 31st and 18th 
ranks respectively, it is expected 
that Iran due to foe development of 
trade ties between tte two coun- 
tries to be among die major export- 
ers. 

One of die important and effec- 
tive measures implemented by 
Khuzestan Commerce General Of- 
fice m 1996 to pnnnote the non-oil 
exports was to hold the 5th Islamic 
Republic of lean Solo Exhibition 
in Kuwait. 

The exhibition licensed by Ex- 
port Promotion Center of bran 
(EPCI) was held exclusively in, 
Kuwait. Since holding interna- 
tional fairs and expositions and 
active participation in such exhibi- 
tions play an essential role in at- 
tracting tourists, marketing and 
introducing the export facilities in- 
cluding goods and services and on 
die other hand the suppliers and 
producers have direct contacts 
with die applicants and customers 
and this activity brings about a 
type of competition concerning tbe 
quality of exporting items, the is- 
sue was discussed in sessions of 
provincial Committee for Non-Oil 
Exports Promotion and then 
placed in the agenda of negotiation 
between the officials of Khuzestan 
and Kuwaiti committees fear devel- 
opment of economic and commer- 
cial ties which held in early 1375 

in Kuwait ami die Kuwaiti authori- 
ties welcomed the plan of 


The 5th /.jR. of Iran. 
Solo Exhibition, in 
Kuwait was held by 
Khuzestan Commerce 
General Office and 
brought about positive 
results . 


Khuzestan Province on holding the 


exhibition and in this regard a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) was signed. 

When the above-mentioned 
fn»mnr«m(tmn of understanding 


was , 

General Office expressed its readi- 
ness for holding die aforesaid ex- 
hibition to Export Promotion 
f'+ntt# of Iran and after constant 
pursuits, die center agreed. Then 
immediately the exact date of 
bolding the exhibition, Lc. from 
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December 25, 1996 to January 1, 
1997 (from Day 5, 1375 to Day 
12, 1375) — on the verge of holy 
month of Ramazan and be ginning 
of Christian year — after consult- 
ing with officials of Ir anian Em- 
bassy in Kuwait was announced. 

..Then the date and objectives of 
this exhibition were ann ounced to 

Some SO 

manufacturing and 
industrial units 
displayed their 
products which were 

extremely welcomed 
by the Kuwaitis. 

all producers, offices organiza- 
tions of the country through differ- 
ent dailies, periodicals and 
frequent correspondences and in 
this way the registration of the 
applicants willing to participate in 
the exhibition started. 

According to the announced 
conditions, over 320 units voiced 
their readiness to the. Exhibition 
Secretariat out of which 80 units 
— 50 percent from Khuzestan 
Province and 50 percent from 
other provinces — were finally 
accepted. 

Some 50 percent of the selected 
units offered the products such as 
different kinds of foodstuffs, ma- 
chine-made and hand-woven car- 
pets, handicrafts, wood industries 
and furniture, clothing, dishes, 
kitchenware and home appliances 
and imitations, and the rest includ- 
ing Iran Carbon Co., Bebhaha n 
Cement Co., Farsit Co. and a 
group of the country's industrial 




,: v \ r, 

tdi\ ■ 

AE-jarn, Kuwait deputy minister of commerce, and Engrnoe; 
Moghimi, Khuzestan governor genera!, are cutting the ribbon tc 
inaugurate the Iranian >uio exhibition in Kuwait. 




grammings on getting the visas 
and providing tickets, all the par- 
ticipants entered Kuwait in the ap- 
pointed time and when the 
carrying the exhibition's cargo ar- 
rived, the formalities of customs 
clearance were done and die goods 
were carried to the exhibition's 
venue. In this way, the 5th Islamic 
Republic of Iran Solo Exhibition 
in a 3,500-square-meter area in 
Hall No. 6 of Kuwait International 
Fairs Center was inaugurated and 
paid a visit by Al-Jam, Kuwaiti 
deputy minister of commerce. En- 
gineer Moghimi, Khuzestan gov- 
ernor general, Hawalli and 
Al-Ahmadi governors general, the 


It is worth mentioning that no 
important pro' lent thanks to God 
willing am) anticipated programs 
appeared during the exhibition and 
tbe 5th Is lami c Republic of Iran 
Solo Exhibition in Kuwait wound 
up its activity on January 1, 1997. 

An official of tbe Exhibition 
Secretariat expressed his apprecia- 
tion and gratitude to the authorities 
of Export Promotion Center of 
Iran in particular Engineer Saeed- 
lou, the deputy minister and head 
of EPCI and his assistants, Dr. 
Noghxehkar Shirazi, deputy min- 
ister of commerce, Ministry of 
Commerce’s deputies for com- 




Deputy minister of commerce of Kuwait visiting the Iranian produc- 
ers.' goods. 


Kuwait: deputy minister of commerce accompanies, by Kh 
governor genera! anc oiher officss’s are about to ert'er tn<‘ r..i!i •; 
Iran's solo exhibition. 


dar Khorramshahr and 
transportation of die products by 
Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping 
Lines (IRISL) from Bandar Khor- 


Republic of Iran Shipping Com- 
pany Valfajr 8 Shipping, the first 
cargo after the imposed war were 
loaded in 29 containers and 


officials of Islamic Republic of 
Iran embassy, and a number of 
Iranian and foreign guests. 

Since the Kuwaiti mass media 




The stands of Iranian pro dun’ rs 
during the inhibition. 

factories have participated in die 
exhibition for marketing and busi- 
ness purposes. 

One of the characteristics of the 
exhibition was the effective par- 
ticipation of engineering and tech- 
nical services units as well as 
Iran -touring units which took part 
in this exhibition for the first time 
to make it more fruitful and pre- 
pare the ground for exporting tech- 
nical and engineering services and 
also attracting tourists. Over 25 
stands Were allotted to these two 
which were extremely welcomed 
by the visitors. The products and 
activities of tbe participants in the 
touring sector had created a spiri- 
tual and cultural atmosphere in the 
exhibition. 

The other characteristic of 
bolding the exhibition was the ex- 
portation of the goods from Ban- 


were welcomed by Ihe visitors 


ramshahr to Kuwait. All customs 
formalities were done by Khor- 
ramshahr Customs General Office 
and due to cooperation of Islamic 


Iranian ambassador lo Kuwait a: 
exhibition. 

shipped by ‘Iran Ghadr* ship from 
Bandar Khorramshahr to Kuwait 
on December 17, 1996. 

Due to the prearranged pro- 



n \r>!;cr’ ihe I.R. of Iran solo 


had highly issued the news ofhold- 
ing the exhibition and on the other 
hand, some other exhibitions from 
Turkey, Saudi Arabia as well as 
Kuwait were to be hold simultane- 
ously, the 5th exhibition was ex- 
tremely welcome so that the hall 
was full of visitors daring tbe ex- 
hibition's working hours — from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. to 21 
p.m. and even in some days the 
exhibition - due to the large crowds 
of people was closed with delay. 
According to those who were in 
charge of the stands, over 90 per- 
cent of the participants called their 
presence in the exhibition as suc- 
cessful and in addition to sale of 
goods they have succeeded to 
make a contract in the field of 
reexporting the goods. 


mercial, financial and administra-i 
tive services, officials of Islamic! 
Republic of Iran Shipping Com-g 
pany. Engineer Moghimi, 
Khuzestan governor general, 
deputies of Governor General’s 
Office, provincial managers par-1 
Ocularly the management of pro-i 
vincial Industries General Ofrice| 
and Khuzestan Islamic Culture andS 
Guidance General Office, the£ 
management of customs and Ban-1 
dar Khorramshahr, the manage-f 
ment of Valfajr 8 Shipping, 
Khorramshahr Branch, and all thefe 
personnel of Khuzestan Com-& 
merce General Office for their in-| 
cessant cooperation in holding the"? 
exhibition as well as possible. S 
Then, he added, “We express our, 
readiness to hold the future exhi-g 


T'hs 5trz J.i?. of Iran 
Sglc Exhibition in 
Kuwait was held 
through efforts of 
Khzizesiczn Commerce 
General Office and 
successfully wound up 
its work. 


bitiocs in Kuwait as well as other 
neighboring countries in hope ofg 
materializing the objectives of the 
holy system of Islamic Republic ofg 
Iran, developing the non-oil ex- 
ports, showing the country's capa- 
bilities and potentialities, and also 
obtaining the op timum use of the 
existing facilities iu order to bring 1 
about all-out development for- 
Khuzestan Province. 



Th»- frtr l 1 ( J,. of Irani.™ inhibit I.m :n Kuwait on inauguration 

oi tin; hiessiw visit of the Supreme taller Ayatollah Khamenei to Khuzestan Prow* 
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Russian Authorities Struggle to 
Stem Flood of Drugs 


MOSCOW — From foreign cou- 
riers smuggling hard drugs 
thro u gh airports to image -con- 
scious Nouveaux riches sharing 
cocaine, sophisticated narcotics 
dealers profiling from the post- 
Soviet chaos are pushing the Rus- 
sian police to the limits. 


Police officials here say drugs 
unknown in Soviet times are 
flooding into Russia, many des- 
tined for the lucrative markets in 
Western Europe and North 
America, but an increasing num- 
ber also reaching local consum- 
ers with money to spend. 

Last month the U.S. State De- 

India to Host 
Interpol 
Conference 

NEW DELHI — India signed an 
pact with the Interpol secretariat 
Thursday to host the world police 
body's Mwmftl General Assembly 
here in October, officials said. 

"This is the first time that In- 
dia will play host to the annual 
General Assembly in which top 
police and intelligence chiefs be- 
longing to 177 nations will par- 
ticipate," an official of the 
Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) said. 

The host country agreement 
for the week-long conference, 
which starts on October 15, was 
signed between the Interpol ad- 
ministrative division chief, 
Claude Trassard and the CBI 
chief Joginder Singh, the official 
said. 

"India was selected as the 
venue of the conference at last 
year’s annual assembly in Tur- 
key," he said. 

The official said money laun- 
dering, international cooperation 
on deportation and extradition, 
and tire fight against drug- related 
crime would be discussed at die 
conference. 

Interpol, which comprises 178 
countries, facilitates co-opera- 
tion between national police 


HANNOVER - The world’s 
electronic components leader, 
Intel, died a bit more light at the 
Cebit Show in Hannover on its 
next mircoprocessor for micro- 
computers, the Pentium H. 

The Pentium II will be much 
more powerful than the present 
Pentium Pro and will be endowed 
with MMX technology, but users 
will have to change the mother- 
board in their computers. 

In displaying, along with Mi- 
crosoft, die NetPC, which the 

two companies call a "flexible” 
computer, Intel showed a NetPC 
equipped with the Pentium II to 
demonstrate that such future eco- 
nomic computers can be very 
powerful. 

The Pentium 11, coirespoud- 


partment said urgent official in- 
tervention was needed to combat 
drug trafficking in Russia, where 
dealers were taking advantage of 
"inefficient tax and government 
enforcement mechanisms and the 
prevalence of capital flight. " 

Nikolai Nikolayev, head of 


die Russian customs service’s 
anti-drugs unit, told AFP that 
each year since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union in 1991 drug-traf- 
ficking had increased by 75 to 
100 percent, with dealers using 
all means of transport. 

"They are coming in from In- 


dia, Afghanistan. Germany, the 
Baltic states, Latin America — 
it’s a flood," said a Moscow po- 
liceman. 

"We cannot contain it at last 
year's level," said a member of 
the Moscow police drug squad. 
"The number of crimes uncov- 
ered by our unit is rising like 
yeast." 

In 1995 there were nearly 
3,000 drug-related crimes in 
Moscow, according to official 
figures, but nearly 5,000 were 
registered in 1996. 

In January of this year alone, 
672 drug-related crimes were re- 
corded, die drug squad spokes- 
man said. 

According to Nikolayev, the 
customs service has 500 person- 
nel dedicated to combating drug- 
trafficking. 

Since the Russian authorities 
seized two tons of Colombian co- 
caine hidden an a boat in 1993 
they have kept ports under a close 
watch. 

But the Caucasus and Tajikis- 
tan — mountainous and difficult 
to patrol — are key entry points 
for Asian heroin and o p i um . 

"We check on all the flights 
from Central Asia, whether in 
Moscow or Saratov (in central 
Russia)," Nikolayev said. 


mg to the microprocessor Imowu 
to date as Klamath, the nama it 
received from the engineers in 
the development phase, is to be 
marketed by Intel starting next 
June. 

Intel executives in Hannover 
stressed that the Pentium II 
would not be officially intro- 
duced until June, and they re- 
fused to in d i c ate its price. But 
they told AFP that the price of die 
new processor would be set in 
such a way that computers to be 
equipped with it can cost less than 
$2,500. 

The new produce will have 
twice as many transistors as the 
4.S million in the Pentium 
MMX. 

(AFP} 


After July 1995 the police 
anti-drugs personnel were reor- 
ganized into independent re- 
gional and municipal units. In 
Moscow, the drug squad was ex- 
panded from 40 to more than 
400. 

However, their headquarters 
in a dilapidated building on 
Prospekt Mira is a far cry from 
the high-tech facilities used by 
their Western counterparts- 

One policeman acknowledged 
that the drug squad was still far 
from homing in on the suppliers 
in the bid to track down "dirty" 
money. 

Another admitted that the new 
unit was still relatively inexperi- 
enced. 

But Western-style undercover 
operations have brought an in- 
crease in drug seizures, and po- 
lice and customs officials agree 


that international law enforce- 
ment cooperation is working 
well. 

"We know where drugs are 
coming from, and by what 
route," said the drug squad 
spokesman. Russian. Mafia 
groups are kept under surveil- 
lance, and "if die Colombians 
want to smuggle drugs here they 
have to strike a deal with a local 
gang," he said. 

But die wheeling and dealing 
accompanying Russia’s transi- 
tion to a free market has brought 
with it a boom in cocaine con- 
sumption by Nouveaux riches. 

Cocaine parties are organized 
at elite private clubs, some of 
diem frequented by celebrities, 
one policeman said. 

"It’s considered cool in cer- 
tain circles, good for one’s im- 
age. It goes with having money 
to spend, splashing out left, right 
and center, showing off one’s 
pretty wife and Mercedes 600, " 
he said. 

Last month two Russian Fed- 
eral Security Service officers 
were arrested in Moscow on 
charges of major cocaine deal- 
ing. 

According to Russian offi- 
cials, die use of drugs among 
young Russians has increased by 
500 percent in the last three 

ye**- (AFP) 

Jakarta to Open 
Web Site 

JAKARTA — Hie Indonesian 
government is planning to open a 
Web site to foster the state ideol- 
ogy, a report said Frdiay. 

Chairman of the state ideology 
agency BP-7, AIwi Dahlan, said 
that his office was preparing to 
open a Web site to provide cor- 
rect and timely information on 
the Indonesian ideology, die In- 
donesian Observer daily said. 

Pancasfla, meaning five prin- 
ciples, is Indonesia’s state ideol- 
ogy and was enunciated by the 
nation’s first President Suiamo 
in June 1945. 

Tbe principles are: belief in 
one God, hnmamtariauism, na- 
tionalism, democracy through 
consensus and social justice for 
all. f AFT) 


Drugs unknown in Soviet times are flooding into Russia, 
many destined for the lucrative markets in Western 
Europe and North America , but an increasing number 
also reaching local consumers with money to spend. 


forces. 
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Intel Chips Away at Veil 
Hiding Pentium 11 


But the wheeling and dealing accompanying Russia y s 
transition to a free market has brought with it a boom 
in cocaine consumption by Nouveaux riches. 
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LONDON — The rules in the 
House of Commons, "mother of 
parliaments," lurched towards 
the 21st century this week when 
Speaker Betty Boothroyd in- 
formed "honorable members" 
that electronic pagers would 
henceforth be allowed in the 
chamber in vibration mode only, 
thank you. 

"Noisy gadgets,” she said in 
her characteristically strident 
tones, would be frowned upon. 

The order followed an inci- 
dent Tuesday in which Tory MP 
John Greenway rose during 
prime minister's questions to 
ask, "Will the prime minister join 
me in congratulating Chartered 
Insurance Institute on the occa- 
sion of its one hundredth anniver- 
sary?" 

The seemingly vacuous query 
touched buttons at Labour’s cam- 
paign command center, where, 
after a quick computer check, a 
"beep” was fired off to Labour 
MP Brian Wilson on the Com- 
mons floor, who leaped to his 
feet. 

"A point of order, madam 
speaker. The honorable member 
(Greenway) is, in fact, a paid 
consultant of tbe insurance indus- 
try." 


Conservative MPs swore they 
heard Wilson's beeper go off just 
before he jumped up. 

Reacting to the incident. 
Boothroyd said Wednesday. "I 
strongly deprecate such practice. 
For any member to be prompted 
in this way by an outside group 
is totally unacceptable. " 

Acknowledging she did not 
have the authority to ban such 
devices from the chamber, 
Boothroyd added, "I can have no 
objection to instruments which 
merely vibrate to attract the at- 
tention of the bearer. 

"I am not, however, prepared 
to accept die use of such instru- 
ments as an aide-memo ir e by a 
member who is addressing this 
House." 

Quipped Wilson, "As I under- 
stand it, it will be alright in the 
future to receive information, but 
not to use it” 

Beeper messages are nothing 
but the modern-day equivalent of 
the scribbled promptings that leg- 
islative aides used to flash from 
the shadowy recesses of the pub- 
lic Commons galleries to help 
speaking MPs along. 

Rules of tins House categori- 
cally forbid members from ex- 
pressing themselves by reading 


from notes, by applauding, or by 
shouting- 

Anotber reason for 
Bootixroyd’s order may bare 
been a story tint graced the front 
page of Thursday’s Daily Tele - 
graph. 

According to the account, 
Gordon Brown, the opposition 
Labour shadow chancellor, bad 
just delivered a lackluster speech 
in the Commons az response to 
the government’s btx^et wjth a 
lukewarm promise that “we will 
bring down vat cm fbd." 

Watching the 6peech, a politi- 
cal editor at ITN television told 
Brown’s press secretary, Charge 
Whelan, that the cosuneojt would 
probably not make the crating 
news because, as a soundbite, it 
was flat. 

Whelan immediately beeped 
Alistair Darling, Brown’s chief 
shadow deputy, urging him to tell 
Brown to repeat the p romise 
more forcefully. 

The message was passed. 
Brown Rose, intervened in s 
speech by Chief Treasury Secre- 
taiy William Wa Idegnrve, and 
said in clarion tones: "Let me 
make that dear. We will pledge 
in our manifesto to cut vat on 
focL” (AFPJ 


Australia Welcomes Cloned Cattle Advance 


SYDNEY — Australian scientists 
on Thursday welcomed tbe re- 
ported production of more than 
400 clones from a single cattle 
embryo by Melbourne re- 
searchers, saying the break- 
through brought the cloning 
process to the verge of commer- 
cial production. 


But Mayo and other Austra- 
lian scientists, most from the 
Transgemcs School which seeks 
to genetically engineer super- 
products rattier than make clone 
copies of existing animals, de- 
scribed the Trounson-Harford 
breakthrough as limited. 

"This is what looks likeapro- 


,f But it produced multiple identical animals at the top 
of the breeding pyramid, which would inevitably lead to 
in - breeding. If they y re all identicalyou’ve got to be very 
careful who you mate them with and who youmatc their 
daughters with. " 


Australia's move into the 
doning industry closely follows 
tbe cloning of an adult sheep by 
Scottish, scientist Ian Wilmut, 
amid a major ethics debate in 
Europe on whether armies of hu- 
man clones might be about to be 
introduced to the world. 

Australia’s interest is in the 
commercial production of cattle 
— although even a welcoming lo- 
cal scientific community includes 
critics of cattle cloning. 

A team including Professor 
Alan Trounson of Mooash. Uni- 
versity, Melbourne, and Benue 
Harford of Genetics Australia 
were said by Britain’s New Sci- 
entist magazine on Thursday to 
have made 470 cattle clones from 
a single embryo. Their aim was 
to create a reliable herd of prize 
cattle. 

Neither was available for 
comment. 

"This is a terrific technical 
achievement, an order of magni- 
tude (achieved) more Bum any- 
body else. (But) it’s a production 
process not a research process," 
said Oliver Mayo of the Austra- 
lian government’s Common- 
wealth Scientific and' Tndnsiria?, 
Research Organization (CSERO). 

Scientists such as Mayo see 
the Trounson-Harford achieve- 
ment more , in the quantity of the 
clones produced than in the qual- 
ity of the clones they have made. 


duction tool rather than a re- 
search tool,” Mayo said. 

Professor Laurie Piper of the 
Cooperative Research Center for 

premium quality wool, who is 
v/Ddring to produce a Australian 
transgenic wool, said cloning 
was limited by a need to copy an 
existing animal. 

"Embryonic cloning is wide- 
spread around the world. I don’t 
think there’s anything much new 


in that at all," Piper said. 

While debate rages in Europe 
about Wilnrat’s cloned sheep 
Dolly, introduced to the world 
last month, concern in Australia 
is more about how much Troun- 
son and his team are achieving at 
the high-quality end of ani mal - 
engineering and whether end- 
product meat will find consumer 
acceptance at dinner tables in 
Asia and the rest of the wodd- 

Mayo believes that Troun- 
srai’srealbreakttxroughwillbeto 
make possible the mass produc- 
tion of hundreds of Dolly-type 
domes at a time and possibly al- 
low clone-production of hun- 
dreds of 
is. 


"It is of c ommer cial signifi- 
cance today,” Mayo said. 

"But it produced multiple 
identical animals at the top of (he 
breeding pyramid, which would 
inevitably lead to in- breeding," 
he s aid . "If they’re all wtenfeal 
yon* ve got to be vary careful who 
you mate them with and who you 
mate 


From Words to Action: Rio Earth 
Summit, Five Years On 


RIO DE JANEIRO - Some 500 
delegates from multinational in- 
stitutions and non-gove rnmental 
organizations gathered here 
Thursday to discuss implement- 
ing foe 1992 Rio Earth Summit’s 
reco mm endation s. 

The representatives will dis- 
cuss proposals for sustainable de- 
velopment during a week-long 
s u mm i t — dubbed Rio-Plus-Five 
— which will last until March 18. 

"What unites us is a determi- 
nation to build a satisfactory fu- 
ture together. We cannot see into 
the future, but we can create it,” 
said Katia Maria, of the Brazilian 
Forum for Non- Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs). 

World B a n k president James 
Wolfensohn, World Economic 


Forum president Rians Schwab 
and Brazilian President Fernando 
Enrique Cardoso will participate 


by the 1992 summit. 

The Earth Council, which or- 
ganized the meeting, said partici- 
pants would seek to draft 
recommendations cm ways to im- 
plement sustainable develop- 
ment, melnHjng the function of 
institutional, regional and world- 
wide agreements. 

And organizers also hope to 
develop a draft agreement on en- 
vironmental protection ««d sus- 
tainable development, to be 
ratified by the United Nations in 
2000. 
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Unlawful Killings During Operation “Grapes of Wrath 


55 


Part 4 

Prohibitions on H^> g. 
viKftn as a shield 

Throughout the conflict in 
Lebanon, Israel has repeatedly ar- 
gued feat the armed groups it has 
been fi ghting , including Hizbul- 
lah, use fee civilian population as 
a shield from b ehind which they 
launch their attacks. The Israeli 
authorities argue that Hizbullah 
combatants take up fixing positions 
in fee close proximity of civ ilians 
and cmhhn objects, use civilian 
objects (such as houses) to store 
weaponry or munitions or to 
launch attacks, and use ci vilian 
vehicles as means of trasportation. 
Hizbullah denies feese allegations. 
Protocol 1 prohibits the use of 
such tactics; Article 51(7) pro- 
vides: 

“The presence or movements of 
the civilian population or individ- 
ual civilians shall not be used to 
render certain points or areas im- 
mune from militar y operations, in 
particular in attempts to shield 
military objectives from anarinc or 

to shield, favnr nr impede i riTHta ry 

operations." 

Further, Article 58(b) obliges 
parties to a conflict to avoid 'to fee 
maximum extent feasible ... locat- 
ing military objectives within or 



Article 51(B) makes clear that even if one side is 
shielding itself behind civilians 3 such a violation 
of international lava does not " release the par- 
ties to the conflict from their legal obligations 
with respect to the civilian population and civil - 
tans, including the obligation to take precaution- 
ary 'measures provided for in Article 57 . " Such 
measures include refraining from launching an 
attack , and even cancelling an attack in pro- 
gress, if such an attack may be expected to 
cause disproportionate loss of civilian life. 


near densely populated areas." 

As will be discussed below, 
this was the main explanation 
advanced for fee deaths 

of over 100 civilians at the 


UN compound in Qana. However, 
when Protocol 1 was drafted, 
those involved, inchidmg militar y 
experts from many countries, 
were frilly aware of fee need to 


balance the protection of civilians 
against fee demands of military 
necessity. To allow an armed 
force caret® blanche to attack wife- 
out regard for civilian lives simply 


on fee basis feat the civilians in 
question are being "used as 
shield, " would u ndermine efforts 
to protect them. For this reason, 
while prohibiting shielding tac- 
tics, interna tional law also makes 
clear feat use of such tactics does 
not provide the other side with a 
licence to kill civilians. Article 
50(3) of Protocol 1 provides: 

"The presence within fee civil- 
ian population of individuals who 
do not come within the definition 
of civilians does not deprive die 
population of its- civilian charac- 
ter." 

Furthermore, Article 51(8) 


makes clear (hat even if one side 
is shielding itself behind civilians, 
such a violation of inte rnational 
law does not "release the parties to 
fee conflict from their legal obli- 
gations wife respect to the civilian 
population and civilians, including 
(he obligation to take precaution- 
ary measures provided for in Arti- 
cle 57." Such measures include 
refraining from launching an at- 
tack, and even cancelling an attack 
in progress, if such an attack may 
be expected to canse dispropor- 
tionate loss of civilian life. 

(Courtesy Amnesty bitenuOiaiutl) 
(To be contdj 
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A. Repatriation Movements 
During the reporting period, a 
total of 113 Afghan refugees, re- 
ceiving UNHCR assistance pack- 
age, crossed the border into 
Afghanistan through Dogharoon 
and Milak border exit stations 
(BES) in Khorasan and Sistan- 
Baluchestan provinces respec- 
tively, bringing fee cumulative 


Repatriation of Afghan Refugees From Milak Border lamia 
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total since December 1, 1992 to 
565,959 individuals. 

B. IOM organized 1 convoy 
from Mashad carrying 10 indi- 
viduals. 36 returnees were also 
assisted by IOM to cross Hehnaud 
River at Milak BES into Afghani- 
stan by ferries. Out of whom 16 
returnees were assisted by 
UNHCR. (Unhcr Update) 
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Repatriation of Afghan Refugees From Dogharoon Border January 1997 
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CdifS^Uad Creates Hot Winter for Theater 



Tehran Times Service 

Written and Directed by Da- 
vood Mir Baqeri 

Cast: Parviz Paras tooie, Ma- 
haya Petrossian, RassouJ Na- 
jafian, Sirous Gorjestani 

Synopsis 

Dr. Ashkevari is introduced to 
a lunatic asylum. He believes the 
lovelorn could be treated by plays, 
laughter, recalling memories. He 
practises his own methods of treat- 
ment, though Dr. Ghana’at , the 
head of lunatic asylum who's 
known as the Death Angel, clearly 
opposes the new doctor’s meth- 
ods. Finally, surprising to know. 
Dr. Ghana 'at pirates the new doc- 
tor’s methods for himself and gets 
rid of him. 

Critique 

With his previous play, Ma're- 
keh dear Ma'rekeh (Juggler's Jug- 


gle), performed for several 
months in Tehran and some states 
of the U.S., Davood Mir Baqeri 
gained worldly lame in theater. 
His latest play Eshq-Abad (The 
Lovelorn) follows the same style. 

The play, relying on Iranian 
traditional plays like traditional 
storytelling, popular Iranian folk 
and comic plays, enjoyed exem- 
plary success in the drama sector. 

The simple but effective direct- 
ing of this play, concerning its 
simple and palpable theme, proves 
to be very acceptable for the thea- 
tergoers. 

The casts are energetic and lull 
of attractions. Parviz Parastooie is 
very successful in role playing 
quite different casts, so are the 
others. 

The theatrical stage setting may 
be cited as the other positive point 
in The Lovelorn. 

Also live music performance 
makes the play more effective. 


But The Lovelorn does not pay 
much attention to psychology of 
characters which is considered to 
be a focal point in the play; rather 
nostalgia of the viewers has been 
taken care of. It helps the theater- 
goers remind — not deeply of 
course — the humanistic relations 
among people in the past regime. 

It seems that applying the ar- 
chetypes of an ever-drunk and 
rogue bus driver, a shrew house- 
wife, a shallow man and a tradi- 
tional housewife do not penetrate 
into the minds and cast just a cliche 
glance at the interactions among 
the people of the play. 

The long queue, however, of 
eager theatergoers, in the coldest 
days of winter is a solid evidence 
for the success of the play. Eshq- 
Abad creates a hot winter for the 
theater of the capital. 

We hope to see our theater halls 
ever-crowded with plays on stage 
like The Lovelorn. 


Japan Tops Index at Paris Book Fair 


PARIS — Japan is to take center- 
stage In Paris this week as the star 
of this year’s Paris Book Fair, the 
biggest annual publishing event in 
the French-speaking world. 

The Salon du Livre will be of- 
ficially inaugurated Tuesday eve- 
ning by French Culture Minister 
Philippe Douste-Blazy, before 
throwing open its doors to the pub- 
lic from Wednesday. It will re- 
main open until next Monday 
evening. 

More than 300,000 visitors are 
expected at the fair, being held on 
the outskirts of Paris and covering 
everything from electronic media 
to art and language books. 

Stars expected to attend the an- 
nual publishing hash include for- 
mer French film star Brigitte 
Bardot to sign copies of her con- 
troversial memoirs as well as fash- 
ion designers Paco Rabaime and 
Soma Rjddel. 

The Pans Salon du Livre is 
generally rated among the top in- 
ternational book fairs; after the 


Frankfort Buchmesse, the world’s 
biggest publishing binge. 

Pride of place, however, is go- 
ing to a Japanese pavilion housing 
8,000 books in Japanese. Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac, a known en- 
thusiast for all things Japanese, 
has named 1997 France’s Year of 
Japan. 

Some twenty top Japanese 
author are attending, including 
Yoshimoto Banana, Toanomi Fuji- 
wara and Okira Ooka — all known 
for their futuristic and fantasy 
writing. Illustrator and author 
Anno Mitsumasa will also be pre- 
sent. 

As well as books, visitors will 
be able to learn the Japanese arts 
of paper theater, paper folding and 
Japanese calligraphy. 

Debates will be held on Japa- 
nese culture, society and history. 

And alongside die exhibition, a 
series of Franco-Japanese events 
are being organized, with classes 
on Japanese culture at the Sor- 
bonne University this week and 


meetings of French and Japanese 
publishers. 

The fair, wife 561 stands, is 
due to play host to 1,514 publish- 
ers, coming from France and 
around the world, and is expected. 

Of the 347 foreign publishers, 
Japan will host a healthy 43 stands 
at the fair compared for example 
to 48 for neighboring and partially 
Francophone Belgium. 

In addition to debates on Japa- 
nese culture, talking sessions are 
scheduled on subjects as diverse as 
the battle against extremism — an 
important issue in France where 
intellectuals are opposing 
France's far-right national front — 
and eroticism in literatnre. 

Around 900 authors are ex- 
pected to perform book signings at 
the fair including Rising Stars of 
French literary scene and others 
known more as celebrities outside 
the literary world — such as Bar- 
dot. 

(AFP) 


ChiNA Warns RuraL 
Governments on 
E ducATioN Fees 

BEUING — China’s central gov- 
ernment has issued a harsh warn- 
ing to rural governments to stop 
collecting illegal levies for educa- 
tion, Xinhua reported Wednesday. 

"In some areas, education fees 
are excessive and some are di- 
verted for other purposes. These 
practices must be halted and 
banned," said a circular distrib- 
uted by the State Education Com- 
mission, the State Planning 
Commission and the ministries of 
agriculture and finance. 

"No education fees should be 
collected from farmers in poor or 
disaster-stricken areas,” it 
warned. 

In addition, rural residents can 
only be taxed for renovation of 
school buildings and not be "redi- 
rected as bonuses or welfare bene- 
fits to teachers or as a substitute 
for state education funds.” 
China’s central government is 
fighting what appears to be a los- 
ing battle with local authorities to 
keep down the size of taxes levied 
on farmers and other rural resi- 
dents. 

Last year, the State Council or- 
dered that the rural tax limit could 
be only five percent of a farmer’s 
net annual income, but the minis- 
try of agriculture later conceded 
that rates in many areas were still 
running as high as 15 percent. 

(AFP) 
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BERLIN, Germany: Taiwanese director Tsai Ming- Liang prouoty. 
presents his "Silver Bear" special jury prize, which he received for 
his movie "The Rivet' during a ceremony af the Zoo Palasf Movie 
Theatre in Berlin, marking the end of the 'Berfinak 1 International 
Rim Festival. 


Nazi Mega-SPA to 
Become Tourist Resort 


RUEGEN — A gigantic health 
SPA built on a Baltic sea island to 
provide rest and exercise for the 
soldiers of the Third Reich will be 
turned into a tourist resort, the 
government announced Tuesday. 

Designed in 1935, the 20,000- 
bed complex was one of the most 
grandiose projects of the Nazi era. 
It consists of eight six -story build- 
ings, each 500 meters (1,600 feet) 
long* lined up along the beach on 
Ruegen Island. 

By 1939, the framework was 


finished, but more pressing priori- 
ties led to its abandonment before 
it could be used. After the war, 
Ruegen became part of East Ger- 
many and the army took over the 

island, barring visitors. 

The monumental architecture, 
designed by the architect clemens 
klotz (which means chunk), was so 
sturdy that the russians were 
forced to abandon attempts to dy- 
namite it 

Since reunification in 1990, the 






Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — According to the latest reports, some 4-7 feature films 
will be broadcast during the New Year holidays: 1 7 of which from the 
Crst channel, channels two and three each 15. 

So far, we have not received the time table for the said feature films. 

For children, however, we have a complete list of the special 
programs to be on air by channel two. 

— Childrm afHanmat School (scries), at 9:00 a^n. Thursdays starting 
from Mar. 13, 1997. 

— HoppyJfew Teer I Children of firm, produced and directed hy Amw 
Samavati, in 15- forty-minute episodes. 

— Foreign series Treasure Island in 26 twenty-minute episodes. 

—“The animation The White Teeth based on Jack London’s The Son 
of the Wolf in 15 twenty-minute episodes. 

— Foreign animation Wind m du Willow in 25 twenty-mixrate 
episodes. 

— Talent (series) in six 25-minute episodes. 

— Treasure Hunters (foreign series) in six 25-mixmte episodes. 

— Animation Tafozrim 51 five-minute episodes. 

A Gfy in du Forest (foreign series) 26 twenty-minute episodes. 

— The Mouse Detector (series) in 52 twenty-minute ppHu 

— The single-episode 15-minute animati on Panda Store 

According to the latest reports, in adtfition to the programs above, 
a very interesting documentary series, The Wild WUd World Animals, 
filmed by England, has been dubbed and prepared in thirteen 25-znirJ j 
Ute episodes. The documentary in its dUfercnt episodes studies and 
introduces the lives and habits of wild animals as lion, tiger, leopard. 

^nilturc, ... Don’t miss this terrific documentary every day at 8* 30-9:00. 


German government has pondered 
what to do with fee massive struc- 
ture. 

Finally, the federal and state 
governments agreed Tuesday to * 
jointly fi n a nce a 500-million-niart 
(300-million-dollars) project to 
tom it into a 3,000-bed tourist 
resort feat will include several ho- ; 
tels and youth hostels. 

(AtP) 

Creator oj <J)r c WFio 
and ofhe Cfjafefcs 3)^5 

LONDON — Scriptwriter Tory 
Nation, creator of The Daleks in 
the Dr Who television series, has 
died at the age of 67, fee BBC 
reported Tuesday. 

Nation, who had been suffering 
from emphysema for a number of 
years, died at his home in Los 
Angeles on Sunday, according to 
a spokesman for BBC television, 
which produced the Dr Who se- ; 
lies. 

His monsters scared and en- 
thralled millions of youngsters af- 
ter he devised them as adversaries 
for foe Dr Who. 
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sons of earth! Attempt ys 
t--*' Still to rise ' 

By mountains pil’d on moun- 
tains to foe dries? 

Heaven still wife laughter fee 
vain toil surveys. 

And buries madmen in fee 
heaps they raise. 

ALEXANDER POPE 






